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Nezami’s Views on Modernism and Innovation:
With a Look at Aesthetic Innovations in His Poetry

Yasin Esmaeili !, Ahmad Tavanaei?, Hossein Salimi?
Abstract

One of the important issues in poetry and literature is modernism and
avoiding the repetition of others’ statements. Novelty-seeking and modernism
are not limited to a particular period or place; rather, each period has its own
form of novelty-seeking and modernism according to its specific
requirements. Throughout the history of Persian literature, there have been
poets who have embraced modernism and expressed their views on novelty-
seeking.

The main question of the present study is whether Nezami Ganjavi
practiced modernism in his poetry. To what extent, and in what ways, did
modernism manifest itself in Nezami’s poetry? In light of these questions and
through an examination of Nezami’s works, his views on modernism have
been extracted, and the nature and extent of his modernist practices have been
discussed through the presentation of selected verses.

Being aware of the necessity of modernism, Nezami introduced
innovation in the narration of stories, storytelling, meaning, and modes of
expression. Among Nezami’s references to novelty-seeking are innovation in
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poetic form, the harmony between the poet’s language and his own time, and
the importance of not severing ties with the works of predecessors under the

pretext of modernism, among other aspects. These demonstrate Nezami’s
awareness of this concept.

Keywords: Poetics, Literary Theory, Nezami Ganjavi, Modernism, Novelty-
Seeking, Unusual Style.



\#Y

An Examination of Minimalist Aspects in the Anecdotes of Attar
of Nishapur’s Elahi-Nama

Abbas Salari ! Shokrallah Pouralkhas?, Ebrahim Danesh?

1. Introduction

Minimalism is a literary movement whose proponents advocate
simplicity and maximum brevity. The most prominent
characteristics of minimalism are lexical bareness, formal brevity,
an emphasis on utmost simplicity, and attention to an objective
perspective (Jazini, 1378: 35). Minimalists consider economy of
words to be a source of beauty, effectiveness, and perfection in a
work of art. Roland Barthes argues that the author should not
exercise a dominant presence in a work as an omniscient authority,
because the reader is the most important source of power
(Mirsadeghi, 1389: 273). Attar’s Elahi-Nama contains short,
minimalist-like anecdotes that express moral, mystical, and social
points in the briefest possible form. The present article seeks to
answer the question: What are the minimalist aspects and
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components of the anecdotes in Attar’s Elahi-Nama, and what are
their formal and thematic functions?

2. Research Method

The present study has been conducted using a descriptive-
analytical method. First, by defining minimalism and outlining its
history, scope, boundaries, and components, a clear and
comprehensive picture of this movement is presented. The
minimalist components found in the anecdotes of Attar’s Elahi-
Nama are then examined, and their role and the reasons for their
use in this poetic work are analyzed.

3. Discussion

Attar of Nishapur’s ethical-mystical poetic works comprise a
collection of short, minimalist-like anecdotes. With the fewest
words and the simplest language, Attar conveys complex ethical,
social, and mystical concepts to the reader. In his anecdotes,
additional and unnecessary details are removed, and the story is
reduced to its essential core. These short and simple allegorical
anecdotes help the reader understand the social, ethical, and
mystical meanings and messages of this poetic work.

The most important functions of the short anecdotes in Elahi-
Nama are as follows:

1. Explaining and interpreting mystical concepts

2. Emphasizing ethical and human values

3. Increasing literary appeal and textual variety

4. Deepening the concepts of spiritual wayfaring and gnosis.

The minimalist characteristics of the anecdotes in Elahi-Nama
include simplicity of language, simplicity of plot, a small number of
characters, limitations and ambiguity of time and place, brevity, the
prominence of certain story elements, an engaging theme, and
realism.
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The reasons for Attar’s adoption of minimalist-like anecdotes
can be listed as follows:

The need for simplicity, clarity, and brevity in didactic works; the
depiction of the mystical experiences of spiritual wayfarers and
mystics; the rapid and effective communication of teachings;
formal and thematic capacities; the influence of the oral narrative
tradition; adherence to the tradition of Sufi anecdotes; and
sensitivity to circumstances and awareness of the audience.

Furthermore, it can be said that the short, minimalist-like
anecdotes in Attar’s Elahi-Nama possess the following formal and
thematic functions:

Linguistic and literary appeal; diversity and freshness of
narration; thematic depth despite formal brevity; focus on the
central message; direct communication between the reader and
the text; and the representation of unity within multiplicity and
multiplicity within unity, in both form and content.

4. Conclusion

By making use of the objective and fundamental elements of the
anecdote in the briefest and simplest form possible, Attar presents
his teachings to readers in a tangible and concrete manner. The use
of simple and few words and short sentences in Elahi-Nama is such
that removing linguistic and expressive elements would cause no
formal or semantic damage to the work. Dialogue plays an
important role in Elahi-Nama in developing the story and explaining
mystical issues. Attar recognized the importance of having few
characters in reducing events and other narrative elements; by
limiting himself to a small number of individuals who form the
focus of the events, he created his short anecdotes. Like minimalist
writers, Attar portrays an engaging story containing important and
vital issues through the depiction of a brief or fleeting segment of
life. Thematically, too, Attar’s minimalist-like anecdotes in Elahi-
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Nama mirror the realities and problems prevalent in society. Attar’s
inclination toward minimalism in his anecdotes resulted from a
combination of social, cultural, political, and individual factors. The
influence of oral culture, inspiration drawn from classical literature
and mystical traditions, unstable social, economic, and political
conditions, and his personal and spiritual experiences all
contributed to this tendency.
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The Representation of Female Isolation in Charlotte Bronté’s
Novels Jane Eyre and Villette on the Basis of Simone de
Beauvoir’s The Second Sex

Nili Afravi!, Haleh Zargarzadeh?

1. Introduction

In the fictional world of nineteenth-century England, women
were continually defined within the framework of traditional
patriarchal models, and any attempt to step outside these roles
confronted them with rejection, silence, and imposed isolation. In
her two major novels, Jane Eyre and Villette, Charlotte Bronté
portrays this marginalized condition through the difficult lives of
her female protagonists—a situation that is deeply connected to
Simone de Beauvoir’s ideas in The Second Sex. De Beauvoir
believes that women are continually positioned as the “Other”
within social structures and that their identity is formed in relation
to men, rather than as an independent and free subject.
Accordingly, the fundamental problem addressed by the present
study is how female isolation is represented in these two novels,
and whether the isolation and seclusion of Jane and Lucy Snowe
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are merely signs of passivity and acceptance of subordination, or
whether they constitute a basis for reflection, self-awareness, and
the redefinition of individual identity.

For this reason, drawing on de Beauvoir's intellectual
framework, the present study seeks to answer the following
guestions: How is the notion of “woman as the Other” reflected in
the narrative structure and lived relationships of the female
characters in Jane Eyre and Villette? Through what mechanisms is
female isolation in these works transformed from an imposed
limitation and deprivation into a space for self-knowledge and
intellectual resistance? Finally, what differences exist between the
development of the female characters in the two texts in relation
to the connection between existential isolation and the
achievement of agency and individual independence?

2. Research Method

This article has been organized using a descriptive-analytical
method and through a comparative examination of the texts of the
two novels, based on de Beauvoir’'s conceptual framework
(subject/Other, transcendence/immanence, women’s economic
independence, and women’s bodily-social situation).

3. Discussion

In the novel Jane Eyre, one of the most prominent examples of
the instrumentalization of women is Edward Rochester’s attempt
to change Jane’s outward identity after she accepts his marriage
proposal. Rochester intends to adorn Jane with expensive
garments and jewelry and turn her into an aristocratic statue. In
this process, the woman is employed not as a human being with
specific tastes and material needs, but as a decorative object for
displaying the man’s power and wealth. Jane resists this imposed
change of identity and says:
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“I will not wear silk dresses and jewels; | will remain the same
Jane Eyre you have seen before, not a dressed-up being estranged
from herself” (Bronté, 1405: 24).

In the novel Villette, Lucy Snowe undergoes a continuous
experience of being instrumentalized within superVeysory and
administrative structures. At Madame Beck’s boarding school, Lucy
is employed as an efficient machine and an instrument for
advancing the school’s order, while her desires, feelings, and inner
world are completely ignored. This phenomenon also appears in a
different form in her relationships with Monsieur Paul Emanuel. At
first, Emanuel regards Lucy as a being in need of constant guidance,
punishment, and reprimand, and attempts to fit her behavior and
beliefs within the framework of his own masculine judgments. Lucy
describes her feelings when confronted with such behavior as
follows:

“He placed me beneath the sharp and bitter scrutiny of his gaze;
as though he wished to find a flaw in the coldness of my thoughts
and mold me into a form that he himself preferred” (Bronté, 1404:
15).

According to de Beauvoir’s ideas, this situation reflects society’s
deep-rooted belief in women’s inability to govern themselves and
the necessity of male guardianship over their souls. In Emanuel’s
eyes, Lucy becomes an unformed mass that must be shaped by the
powerful hand of a man. Nevertheless, what distinguishes Lucy
from women who submit completely is that she conceals her
critical inner self beneath an outward mask and never becomes an
absolute object at the psychological level; she evaluates Emanuel’s
judgments and does not surrender unconditionally to his gaze.

4. Conclusion

A rereading of the novels Jane Eyre and Villette on the basis of
Simone de Beauvoir’s ideas in The Second Sex shows that Charlotte
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Bronté portrays women'’s isolation not merely as an emotional or
individual fate, but as a problem arising from relations of
domination and women’s position as the “Other” in nineteenth-
century society. In Jane Eyre, isolation is a spark for resistance and
agency: by relying on human dignity, refusing an imposed position,
and gaining economic independence, Jane succeeds in emerging
from the state of immanence and attaining transcendence. In
contrast, in Villette, isolation is represented as deeper and more
biting; Lucy Snowe, fully aware of society’s superVeysory
structures, turns isolation into a shield for preserving her mentality
and individuality. From de Beauvoir’s perspective, both characters
reflect the vital necessity of liberation from imposed patriarchal
constraints through material independence and self-awareness;
Jane acts by establishing a balance between love and freedom,
while Lucy acts by choosing transcendental solitude in order to
protect her freedom.
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A Study of Ramin’s Love Character in Fakhr al-Din As‘ad
Gurgani’s Veys and Ramin
Based on Robert J. Sternberg’s Triangular Theory of Love in
Psychology

Hossein Qasemi-Zadeh!, Khodabakhsh Asadollahi?, Masroureh Mokhtari’

1. Introduction

Lyric poetry is one of the four main genres of literature,
reflecting individual feelings and emotions. “In lyric poetry, the
central focus is the expression of the poet’s individual feelings, and
the concept of emotion and individuality must be considered in its
broadest sense” (Shafiei-Kadkani, 1352: 12; see also Farshidvard,
1363: 65). Fakhr al-Din As‘ad Gurgani’s verse romance Veys and
Ramin is one of the most prominent love works in Persian
literature. Ramin is an important lover-character. Robert J.
Sternberg’s triangular theory of love explains love on the basis of
three components: intimacy, passion, and commitment (see
Sternberg, 1396: 27). The present study examines Ramin’s love
character on the basis of this theory and asks how the three
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components of love are manifested in his relationship with Veys
and which pattern of love their combined presence corresponds to.

2. Research Method

This research was conducted using the library research method
and a descriptive-analytical approach. Ramin’s behavior, speech,
and emotional actions in the verse romance Veys and Ramin were
examined in relation to the three components of Sternberg’s
triangular theory of love: intimacy, passion, and commitment. Ten
clusters of intimacy, including the beloved’s well-being, respect,
mutual understanding, and emotional support, formed the basis of
the analysis (see Sternberg, 1396: 34, 134).

3. Discussion

The findings show that Ramin’s love possesses intimacy, but not
all of its elements are fully manifested in his behavior. Happiness in
Veys's company, mutual understanding, emotional
communication, sharing a life, and emotional support are among
the manifestations of intimacy in their relationship. Veys and
Ramin regard love as a determining force and accept suffering and
hardship in order to attain union; therefore, mutual understanding
exists between them. Nevertheless, sustained concern for Veys's
well-being, respect for her, and reliability when she is in need are
not fully evident in Ramin’s behavior. His insistence on a secret
relationship, disregard for Veys’s social position and feelings, and
marriage to Gol indicate the limitations of his intimacy. Ramin’s
respectful behaviors are mostly occasional, whereas his
disrespectful behaviors damage Veys’s social dignity and mental
health. Furthermore, because of Veys’s social constraints and the
secret nature of the relationship, Ramin cannot always rely on
providing her with practical support. Therefore, intimacy exists in
Ramin’s love, but it does not possess complete stability.
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With regard to the component of passion and emotion, Ramin’s
intense infatuation, desire for union, and restlessness during
separation are prominent. This component plays a central role in
his behavior and decisions and is stronger than the other two
components (see Sternberg, 1396: 78). Commitment, too, is
evident in Ramin’s words and efforts to preserve the relationship;
however, his promises are not always accompanied by consistent
behavior. His separation from Veys, marriage to Gol, and return to
Veys once again indicate the instability of his commitment.
Consequently, Ramin’s commitment is more emotional and verbal
than stable and rational. In the structure of his love, passion and
emotion prevail over intimacy and commitment.

4. Conclusion

The findings showed that Ramin’s love encompasses all three
components of intimacy, passion, and commitment, but their
degrees of presence are not equal. In terms of intimacy, happiness
in the beloved’s company, mutual understanding, emotional
communication, emotional support, and sharing a life can be
observed; nevertheless, sustained concern for the beloved’s well-
being, consistent respect, and reliability when she is in need are not
fully manifested. Ramin’s commitment also lacks the necessary
stability. By contrast, passion and emotion are the most prominent
components of his love. Therefore, Ramin’s love most closely
corresponds to the “Infatuated Love” pattern in Sternberg’s theory,
because passion and emotion predominate in it, while intimacy and
commitment have not fully and simultaneously taken shape.
Nevertheless, these two components are present in his
relationship, but, compared with passion and emotion, they are
less prominent and less stable. The findings are consistent with
Sternberg’s theoretical model and show that the combination of
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the three components of love can be used to explain the emotional
structure of characters in classical literary works.
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Cultural and Mythological Semiotics in the Poetry of Shams
Langroudi

Maryam Mashhadizadeh !

1. Introduction

Contemporary Persian poetry, following the experience of the
turbulent decades of the 1340s and 1350s (Solar Hijri calendar) and
its passage through various social and political crises, underwent a
clear shift in its linguistic and expressive layers in the final decades
of the fourteenth century (Solar Hijri calendar). This shift indicates
a movement away from epic and ideological grand narratives
toward attention to detail, objectivity, and the creative
representation of the everyday lifeworld. Among the poets of this
period, Shams Langroudi is one of the most prominent figures in
contemporary poetry, particularly in the movement toward plain
writing, who succeeded in establishing a distinctive language—a
language that, while possessing concision and apparent simplicity,
benefits from profound semantic richness. His poetry is an
outstanding example of the reconciliation between simplicity of
expression and deep layers of meaning. This feature makes serious
and methodical readings from the perspective of semiotics and
contemporary literary criticism all the more necessary in order to
reveal the hidden processes of meaning-making within it.
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Accordingly, the main objective of the present study is to examine
and decipher the systems of cultural signs and mythological motifs
in the poetry of Shams Langroudi. This study seeks to answer the
following questions: How do material and everyday elements in
Shams’s poetry become cultural signs that carry collective
memory? How are mythological motifs (such as the cycle of death
and rebirth, liminality, and mourning) recoded in his language and
imagery?

2. Research Method

The research method in this study is descriptive-analytical, and the
data have been examined by selecting examples from Shams
Langroudi’s poems and analyzing them on the basis of the
theoretical framework of speech acts.

3. Discussion

Long Live the Wing of God

“Long live the wing of God

that falls

and settles right on my shoulder,

long live!

Long live the morning sun

that turns its head, finds you,

and sends its first gleam to you,

long live!

Long live my school exercise book

which, among all these papers,

absorbs poetry only for you,

long live!

Long live the stones of the street

which, among all these shoes,

take pictures only of your shoes

and send them to the barefoot mystics on Judgment Day.
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Long live your love, my beloved, long live,

which carries my imagination so far away

that it finds a meaning

for the life of these people.

Oh, life, did you see what we have done to you?”

(Shams Langroudi, 1393: 66).

In this poem, Shams Langroudi presents a semiotic pattern.
Through the use of the recurrent and ritualistic expression “Long
live,” he removes objects and phenomena from the purely material
realm and grants them a mythological and cultural function.

“Long live the wing of God / that falls / and settles right on my
shoulder”

a) Mythological Semiotics:

Personification of the Divine: “The wing of God” is a signifier that
points to a protective and sacred presence. In myths, a bird (or
wing) settling on someone’s shoulder symbolizes being chosen,
blessing, and the granting of spiritual power (Farr-e Izadi, divine
glory).

b) Cultural Semiotics:

Bringing the Sacred Down to Earth: In official culture, God is
distant; however, in Shams’s cultural semiotics, God is so intimate
that He places His wing on the poet’s shoulder. This is a “cultural
code-breaking” that translates the relationship between human
beings and God from one of fear into one of intimacy and
friendship.

“Long live the morning sun / that turns its head, finds you / and
sends its first gleam to you”

In this poem, Shams Langroudi, through “defamiliarizing everyday
signs” (the exercise book, street stones, and shoes), elevates them
to the status of mythological symbols. By combining traditional
codes (mystic, Judgment Day, the wing of God) with modern codes
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(sending a post, taking photographs, and people’s lives), he creates
a new semiotic sphere in which “love” acts as the driving force for
the production of meaning in culture. This poem celebrates the
triumph of “human culture” over “natural determinism and
material life.”

4. Conclusion

In summarizing the discussions of this study, it can be said that,
within the horizon of cultural and mythological semiotics, Shams
Langroudi’s poetry is poetry that, through a simple, concise, and
seemingly everyday language, organizes a complex network of
cultural, mythological, and emotional significations, and in this way
elevates individual experience to a level of meaning that is
connected with collective memory and the contemporary
lifeworld.
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Assessing the Quality of Written and Oral Translation Services
Provided by Translation Students of Bam Higher Education
Complex in the Tourism and Hospitality Industry

Shoja Ney-nava !, Marzieh Khalilizadeh Ganjalikhan %, Anahita Amirshojaei?

1. Introduction

The tourism and hospitality industry is one of the most important
fields in which the quality of language services plays a decisive role
in tourists’ satisfaction and the success of intercultural
communication. Translation in the field of tourism is not merely the
transfer of words between two languages; rather, it is a meaning-
oriented process that requires a deep understanding of the source
and target cultures and the ability to convey cultural concepts
accurately (Sasani et al., 1402: 583). Therefore, in addition to
linguistic proficiency, a translator must be able to analyze and
convey cultural elements in order to represent properly the
heritage, social values, and local identity of tourism destinations. In
this regard, written and oral translation are considered among the
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most important means of conveying information and concepts to
foreign tourists. Although students of English translation become
familiar with the foundations and skills of written translation during
their studies, educational opportunities for strengthening
specialized interpreting skills, particularly in the fields of tourism
and hospitality, are more limited. Accordingly, the main issue
addressed by this research is to examine the performance quality
of English translation students at Bam Higher Education Complexin
providing written and, particularly, oral translation services, and to
identify differences in their performance in the two fields of
tourism and hospitality. On this basis, the present study seeks to
answer three questions: 1. What differences exist between
students’ performance in written and oral translation? 2. How does
their performance in oral translation change after participating in a
specialized tourism interpreting training course? 3. What
differences exist in students’ translation and transfer of specialized
tourism and hospitality terminology?

2. Research Method

The present study was conducted in four stages, using a pre-test
and post-test design, with the aim of quantitatively and
qualitatively evaluating the performance of 20 English translation
students at Bam Higher Education Complex in the written and oral
translation of tourism and hospitality texts. The participants were
selected from among students who had completed at least 80
university credits and took part in the course voluntarily. In the first
stage, eligible students took written translation and oral translation
tests of the same level of difficulty in order to assess their initial
performance. Then, a specialized tourism interpreting training
course was held based on the book English for International
Tourism by Peter Strutt. After the course, similar tests were
administered in the oral translation section, and the resulting
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scores were compared with the initial test results as well as with
the students’ performance in written translation. In addition,
students’ performance in translating specialized vocabulary in the
fields of tourism and hospitality was also analyzed and compared.
3. Discussion

A qualitative comparison of written translations with oral
translations shows that, in written translation, the translator’s
access to dictionaries results in greater variety in the words used,
whereas oral texts contain shorter sentences and a smaller range
of vocabulary. The research findings indicate that, before the
specialized training, students performed better in written
translation than in oral translation, with the performance gap
between the two skills reaching 35 percentage points. This
difference is probably due to students’ greater familiarity with the
principles of written translation in the university curriculum and
their more limited experience in oral translation. Furthermore,
after the specialized training course was held, students’
performance in the second oral translation test improved by 28
percentage points, demonstrating the effectiveness of targeted
training in enhancing oral translation skills. On the other hand,
students’ better performance in specialized hospitality vocabulary
than in tourism vocabulary indicates differences in their level of
familiarity with, or the complexity of, the vocabulary in these two
fields, which can be taken into consideration when designing
educational content.

4. Conclusion

The findings of this study indicate that specialized training in oral
translation can play an effective role in improving translation
students’ ability to provide the language services required by the
tourism and hospitality industry. Moreover, simultaneous
attention to written and oral translation training and the
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strengthening of students’ specialized skills can improve the quality
of conveying concepts, the proVeysion of translation services, and
students’ professional preparedness. These findings can be used in
reVeysing translation curricula, designing specialized training
courses, and developing educational programs related to tourism
and hospitality.
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