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Methodology of Critical Editing Subcontinental Commentaries
on Makhzan al-Asrar
(With Emphasis on the Commentary of Ibrahim Tatavi)

Mohammad Amin Ehsani Estehbanati!

1. Introduction

The tradition of writing commentaries on Makhzan al-Asrar can
also be regarded as part of the history of the development of the
understanding of classical Persian texts. The profound connection
of the Persian language with the scholarly and literary traditions of
this region has led to the emergence of commentaries that, in
addition to elucidating the text, reflect the interpretive taste,
cultural contexts, and particular linguistic horizons of the Indian
subcontinent (Novak, 2024: 23). The Tatavi commentary is no
exception to this rule, and his particular method of explaining the
verses can be compared with other commentaries in terms of the
degree of focus on lexical, syntactic, and semantic correction
(Heydari-Arjlu, 1400: 12).

The aim of the present study is to analyze the methodology of
critical editing in subcontinental commentaries on Makhzan al-
Asrar, with emphasis on the commentary of Ibrahim Tatavi. This
guantitative study seeks to answer the main question of whether
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Ibrahim Tatavi’s commentary actually follows coherent and
systematic patterns in the method of critical editing.

2. Methodology

The textual population of the study consists of three
commentaries on Makhzan al-Asrar, namely those of lbrahim
Tatavi, Mohammad Ebn Qavam Balkhi, and Azim Tatavi. The unit of
analysis is the commentary on each verse in each of these three
works. The research sample consists of 150 common verses from
Makhzan al-Asrar, bringing the total number of analytical units to
450. The verses were selected from the beginning, middle, and end
sections of the text in order to maintain an appropriate distribution
throughout the work. The commentaries belong to the twelfth and
thirteenth centuries AH and make it possible to conduct a
comparative examination of editing methods in the tradition of
subcontinental commentary writing. The commentaries were
selected based on their significance in the tradition of
subcontinental commentary writing and the availability of a
manuscript or reliable printed edition.

3. Discussion

The nature of Makhzan al-Asrar has provided the basis for the
formation of three main levels of commentator intervention,
namely lexical, syntactic, and semantic intervention; these are the
levels that have served as the basis for the classification and
statistical analysis of critical corrections in the present study.

Studies conducted on the structure and content of Makhzan al-
Asrar have also shown that, because of the connection between
wisdom, allegory, and compressed language, this work has always
allowed for diverse readings.
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The quantitative analysis of lexical, syntactic, and semantic
corrections in subcontinental commentaries reveals not only the
extent of intervention in the text, but also the commentator’s
manner of viewing the text. Accordingly, the statistical pattern of
the distribution of corrections can be regarded as an indication of
the commentators’ methodological preferences.

4. Conclusion

The commentary of Ibrahim Tatavi possesses relatively coherent
and measurable patterns in its method of critical editing. First,
compared with the other two commentaries, Tatavi’s commentary
allocates a significantly higher proportion of its interventions to
lexical and syntactic corrections, such that the ratio of linguistic
interventions (lexical and syntactic) to semantic interventions in
this commentary is 1.14, whereas this ratio is 0.83 in the Balkhi
commentary and 0.69 in the Azim commentary. This difference is
not merely numerical; rather, it indicates a difference in the logic
and philosophy of editing. Furthermore, Tatavi’'s commentary
follows a hierarchical and coherent logic in its levels of
intervention; lexical corrections are predominantly concentrated at
the word level (73.68 percent), while syntactic and semantic
corrections occur at the verse level (52.38 percent and 50 percent),
and more complex semantic interventions are located at the
paragraph level (28.57 percent). This logical stratification indicates
that Tattavi corrected and explained the text according to precise
and preconceived principles, rather than in an occasional and
unsystematic manner. The distribution of corrections throughout
the text follows a wave-like pattern; the interval from 76 to 100,
with an average of 6.6 corrections per five verses, constitutes the
densest point of the commentator’s interventions, indicating that
Tattavi studied the text critically and differentially, identified
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difficult or complex sections, and devoted greater attention to
them. Therefore, this study not only confirms that Ibrahim Tattavi’s
commentary possesses coherent patterns in critical editing, but
also demonstrates these patterns quantitatively and in a
measurable manner.
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Analysis of the Relationship between Language, Discourse, and
Power in the Story “Anushirvan with His Minister” Based on
Michel Foucault’s Views

Ali-Asghar Aminaie!, Shokrollah Pouralkhas?, Ebrahim Danesh?,

Farzad Baloo*

1. Introduction

Power has always occupied a central position as one of the
fundamental subjects and basic concepts that are simultaneously
complex, in social, political, and cultural analyses. From a
sociological perspective, power can be regarded as the exercise of
the structured coercion of one class to suppress another class
(Moradi & Khayrati, 1400: 59). Foucault distinguishes his approach
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from others by examining power relations on the basis of discourse
analysis and investigating the planned transformation of human
beings into controllable objects within a network of relations
(Gholami, 1392: 46-47). In his view, discourse analysis is the
analysis of the reciprocal relations between knowledge and power
in the construction of truth (Kalantari, 1391: 14), and the two
fundamental concepts of the “archaeology of knowledge” and the
“genealogy of power” constitute the principal axes of this type of
discourse analysis (Davoudi, 1390: 98).

The rich history of Iranian literature has been a manifestation of
power relations, diverse ideologies, and numerous cultural and
social transformations. The relationship between language and
literature and structures of power is highly complex and dynamic,
and, depending on the cultural, political, and social conditions of
each era, takes on different forms. Makhzan al-Asrar by Nezami
Ganjavi is one of the valuable works of Persian literature which, due
to its distinctive discursive characteristics, can be examined
through the approach of Michel Foucault’s discourse analysis. This
study seeks to answer the question of how the sage Nezami, by
employing linguistic elements and rhetorical techniques, has
established a coherent and effective network of floating signifiers
around the central signifier (the pursuit of justice and the seeking
of redress) and, through a purposeful shift, presented a new and
desirable dimension of power to his audience, particularly those in
positions of power.

2. Methodology

The present study employs a descriptive-analytical method and,
relying on Michel Foucault’s discourse analysis, which is rooted in
his approaches to genealogy and archaeology, examines the
central signifier, floating signifiers, articulation, and hegemony in
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this story; for this purpose, Foucault’s archaeological approach has
been used to investigate epistemic and discursive transformations,
while his genealogical approach has been employed to analyze the
social, political, and cultural contexts underlying the emergence of
the discourse of the aforementioned story.

3. Discussion

In his critical discourse, Nezami, by employing the mechanisms of
allegory and symbolism, presents the contrast between a great
king such as Anushirvan and sultans such as Sanjar and, in this
comparison, emphasizes the importance of consultation and the
rulers’ receptiveness to criticism from scholars and wise ministers.
In this critical-political discourse, Bozorgmebhr, as a floating signifier
alongside other signifiers such as Anushirvan, contributes to
strengthening fundamental concepts such as justice, rationality,
and ethics within a discursive context, and enables the poet, by
drawing upon literary capacities, to organize his critical act in an
intelligent and indirect form and, by creating discursive
oppositions, to take a position against the real Other, namely the
injustice and irrationality of the contemporary monarchy. Thus, the
power of discourse and the field of meanings, which emerge in
close connection with knowledge, ethics, and social criticism, are
aligned with Foucault’s theoretical foundations concerning the
relationship between knowledge and power and the role of
discourse in the production of truth (Nasrollahi & Abbaszadeh
Mobaraki, 1401: 267).

4. Conclusion

An analysis of the characteristics of the subject, object, central
signifier, floating signifiers, and articulation in the story
“Anushirvan with His Minister” through the Foucauldian discourse-
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analysis approach demonstrates that the sage Nizami, by drawing
upon the cultural and historical capacities of Persian literature and
linguistic and rhetorical elements, has created an effective
discourse for critiquing power and redefining political legitimacy
and accountability in the art of governance. The power represented
in this story operates as a multilayered and networked relationship,
and the sage Nezami, through the axis of succession and by
narrating the story through the voices of the king, the minister, and
even the birds, plays a role in constructing and reproducing a new
meaning of legitimate power; this is consistent with Foucault’s view
of power as dispersed and productive. Thus, it can be understood
that Makhzan al-Asrar is not merely an ethical or didactic text.
Rather, it is a discursive context in which the poet, through the
power of language, thought, and reasoning, rereads and redefines
the concept and relations of power.
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A Genealogy of a Century of Translation and Reinterpretation of
Khayyam’s Quatrains in China

Han Wen Shao!

1. Introduction

The quatrains of the sage Omar Khayyam entered the cultural and
literary sphere of China at the beginning of the twentieth century
and, over more than a century, gave rise to numerous translations.
The earliest Chinese translators generally encountered not the
Persian text itself, but Edward Fitzgerald’s English translation; a
translation that was itself a form of poetic recreation through the
selection, omission, amalgamation, and rearrangement of the
guatrains. From the 1980s onward, with the expansion of academic
instruction in the Persian language, direct translation from the
Persian text and textual scholarship gained importance. The
writings of Bakhtiar and Sabeqgi have also highlighted the
differences between translations based on Fitzgerald and direct
renderings from Persian. The aim of the study is to reconstruct the
genealogy of these translations and to explain the effects of the
intermediary language, poetic norms, and academic institutions on
the reinterpretation of Khayyam. The main questions are how this
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genealogy was formed, what relationships were established among
the translations, how Fitzgerald’s mediation transformed the
image of Khayyam, and how direct translation contributed to the
systematization of knowledge.

2. Methodology

The research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method
and a genealogical approach. The research corpus encompasses
important Chinese translations and writings concerning the
quatrains from 1919 to the contemporary period. The source
language, date of publication, and position of the translator of each
translation were identified, and its relationship with Fitzgerald or
Persian sources was compared. In addition, the historical and
institutional contexts of each period were examined in order to
explain changes in translation norms and the social position of
translators within the target culture. The theoretical framework
draws upon Lefevere’s concept of rewriting, Toury’s translation
norms and notion of directness in translation, Venuti’s
domestication, Bourdieu’s field theory, and Damrosch’s circulation
of world literature. Accordingly, the two combined axes of
“mediated rewriting” and “systematization of knowledge” were
employed to analyze the reception of the quatrains.

3. Discussion
The findings show that Fitzgerald’s translation functioned in China

III

as a “secondary original.” He rearranged the independent Persian
qguatrains and established an image of Khayyam as a skeptical,
pleasure-seeking poet influenced by the intellectual crisis of the
Victorian era. Consequently, the initial reception of the quatrains
in China had a structure of dual mediation. Hu Shi employed one

qguatrain in the service of the experience of modern poetry, while
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Guo Moruo rewrote Fitzgerald’s translation in the language of
China’s new poetry. Xu Zhimo and Wen Yiduo emphasized meter
and musicality; Wu Mi placed the quatrains in the classical form of
four-line, seven-syllable verse; and Huang Kesun, through
“generative translation,” transformed cultural images into
elements familiar to the Chinese tradition. These differences
stemmed from different poetic positions and cultural needs.

From the 1980s onward, Zhang Hongnian’s translation from the
Persian text marked a turning point. His work introduced issues of
manuscripts, the authenticity of the quatrains, the identity of the
author, and the Persian literary tradition into the translation, and
reintroduced Khayyam as a mathematician, astronomer, and
philosopher. This shift represented a transition from norms of
acceptability in the target culture toward a greater orientation
toward adequacy with respect to the source text. Nevertheless,
direct translation was not merely the result of the translator’s
individual ability; Persian-language programs, lIranian studies
centers, academic journals, and scholarly connections with Iran
provided a new mechanism for the production and legitimation of
knowledge.

4. Conclusion

The study demonstrated that the history of the translation of
the quatrains in China has developed from rewriting based on an
intermediary language toward direct translation. Mediated
rewriting and the systematization of knowledge cannot be placed
in a hierarchical opposition of inferior and superior: the former
model played a role in the literary dissemination and recreation of
the quatrains, while the latter emphasized a return to the Persian
text and a historical understanding of the work. The coexistence of
these two paths demonstrates that the history of translation is
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simultaneously a history of the reinterpretation of a text within
poetic, cultural, and scholarly contexts. This study outlines the
principal contours of this genealogy and leaves the examination of
reader reception, the publishing market, and new translations to
future research.
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The Evolution of Women’s Sources of Authority and Agency in
Four Decades of Narrative Fiction
(From the 60s to the 90s)

Somayeh Sharooni!

1. Introduction

This study seeks to examine the trajectory of changes in women’s
forms of capital in four novels belonging to the 60s through the 90s.
Its main concern is how various forms of women’s capital are
represented and how their social, cultural, and symbolic positions
have evolved within the context of transformations in Iranian
society. Since female characters in fiction are reflections of social
structures and power relations, studying these works can
demonstrate the extent to which women in each decade have been
portrayed as possessing resources, status, and opportunities for
agency, and what transformations this representation reflects. In
fact, the fundamental questions of this study are: What trajectory
have women’s sources of authority followed from the 60s to the
90s? Which forms of capital have been more prominently
represented, and which forms of capital have been marginalized?
The main objective of the study is to analyze the transformation of
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women’s forms of capital in the selected novels and to explain the
relationship between these transformations and the social and
cultural changes of the 60s through the 90s.

2. Methodology

This study was conducted using a descriptive and analytical
method, based on library research and centered on the novels
“Touba and the Meaning of Night” (1367), “The Wandering Island”
(1372), “My Bird” (1381), and “The Snail Day” (1392). The criterion
for selecting the works was the centrality of women’s lives.

3. Discussion

The novel “Touba and the Meaning of Night” presents an excerpt
from the lives of several women in the late Qajar period and the
Pahlavi era. In this work, negative capital and the fear
institutionalized within women’s existence prevent them from
having an influential presence in society, and there is absolutely no
discussion of competition for the acquisition of capital; rather, the
sources of women’s authority are clearly hereditary. Men’s
treatment of women is humiliating. In “The Wandering Island (the
70s), Hasti possesses valuable social capital. She wants to be a
modern woman; therefore, she confronts the patriarchal discourse
of society and strives for women’s identity formation in society.
The fields of politics and science are the principal fields in this work.
In the novel “My Bird”, the women in the story enter no field other
than the family field. The most prominent field in the story “The
Snail Day” is the field of science, with a focus on the university
environment, where women are active as faculty members. This
field is an arena of competition and scientific conflicts among
professors. The virtual space is another field that is, in a sense,
among the newest fields and arenas of women’s activities.
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4. Conclusion

Overall, the findings show that women’s sources of authority
have undergone many transformations over the course of four
decades. The trajectory of changes in women’s forms of capital in
these works can be described as follows: in earlier periods, women
either inherited their economic capital from their fathers or
acquired it through marriage to a wealthy man; however,
gradually, women entered the field of business, and their economic
capital became the result of their own efforts and activities.
Women’s symbolic capital in different periods has increased
significantly in the fields of family and society. Women’s social
capital has also increased considerably over time. In the early
periods, despite women’s limited presence in the field of science
and their limited familiarity with professors and friends, female
characters show no inclination to make use of these forms of social
capital; however, in later periods, the extent to which this capital is
utilized and employed increases day by day, to the extent that in
the novel of the 90s, the female characters move away from the
family field and rely more heavily on the social field and their social
capital. Women’s capital has followed a completely upward
trajectory during these years, and their agency in various fields—
with the exception of the religious field—has increased.
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The Presence of Hesam al-Din Chalabi in the Hidden Layers of
the Verses of the First and Second Books of the Masnavi Ma'navi

Bijan Zahirinav!

1. Introduction
Hesam al-Din Chalabi, whose full name was “Hasan Ebn
Mohammad Ebn Hasan Urmavi,” known as Akhi Turk, was one of
Rumi’s disciples. Having experienced the bitter departure of Shams
of Tabriz from Konya, Mawlana did not wish to expose Hesam al-
Din to the sword of the disciples’ jealousy and the enmity of mean-
spirited people. Therefore, he attempted to take refuge in
metaphorical expression and, within the folds of words, express his
devotion and affection toward Hesam al-Din, although at times he
involuntarily mentioned his name; nevertheless, he referred to him
mostly through allusion and simile. This research seeks to reveal
and explain such verses in which Mawlana indirectly referred to
Hesam al-Din in the First and Second Books of the Masnavi. He
played a valuable role in advancing the Masnavi- Ma'navi.
Therefore, this research was initiated to answer the following
questions:

1. Did Hesam al-Din play a role in guiding the intellectual

direction of the Masnavi-Ma'navi?
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2. Did Mawlana refer, throughout the verses of the Masnavi
Ma'navi, to the presence and services of Hesam al-Din?
How?

3. What position do the internal textual evidences of the
Masnavi assign to Hesam al-Din?

2. Methodology

The research method is documentary, accompanied by textual
analysis, and the statistical population consists of the First and
Second Books of the Masnavi by Mawlana Jalal al-Din.

3. Discussion

Hesam al-Din, in his youth, attained the fortune of being present
among Mawlana’s disciples. He “came into Mawlana’s presence
together with a group of young men and entered his service.
Hesam al-Din, due to his good manners and knowledge, came
within the circle of Mawlana’s attention, until, according to Abd al-
Rahman Jami in the book Nafahat al-Uns, “When Chalabi Hesam al-
Din perceived the companions’ inclination toward the /lahi-nama
of the sage Sanai, the Manteq al-Tayr of Shaykh Farid al-Din Attar,
and his Mosibat-nama, he requested from Mawlana, as a favor,
that if a versified book were composed in the manner of Sanai’s
llahi-nama or the Manteq al-Tayr, so that it might remain as a
keepsake for the friends, it would be the utmost kindness.
Mawlana immediately took a sheet of paper from his headgear and
turban and handed it to Chalabi Hesam al-Din, and there the first
eighteen verses of the Masnavi had been written’” (Jami, 1336:
468-469). Thus, it was through Hesam al-Din’s encouragement and
pursuit that the composition of the Masnavi began.

Mawlana’s hidden references to Hesam al-Din in the First Book of
the Masnavi Ma'navi are evident in the story of the Caliph seeing
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Leyli and in the story of the merchant and the parrot. The Second
Book of the Masnavi begins with a mention of Hesam al-Din, and
Mawlana attributes the delay in composing the Second Book to the
spiritual states of Hesam al-Din. The composition of the Masnavi
was, for Mawlana and Hesam al-Din, a journey along the spiritual
path and an ascending mystical journey. In order to attain the
necessary spiritual conditions, they needed the passage of time
and to reach greater maturity, and evidence for this claim is the
hemistich stating that Hesam al-Din “had ascended to the

n

ascension of realities.” The juxtaposition of “ascension” and
“realities” indicates Hesam al-Din’s spiritual journey, which they
had to attain in order to continue composing and committing the
Masnavi to writing.

From the hemistich “When he returned from the sea toward the
shore” several points can also be inferred. Reaching the shore from
the sea means moving from danger to tranquility, that is, moving
from turmoil to comfort. It means reaching spiritual stability from
inner upheavals. On the other hand, wherever Mawlana speaks of
the necessity of having a spiritual master and guide and emphasizes
following the spiritual master, he remembers Hesam al-Din

through a beautiful metaphor.

4. Conclusion

Mawlana has mentioned Hesam al-Din Chalabi secretly in the
book Masnavi, in the form of metaphor and allusion, and has
spoken of him favorably; therefore, Hesam al-Din has a discernible
presence in the hidden layers of this book. On the other hand,
Hesam al-Din’s role in the formation of the Masnavi Ma'navi is not
limited to encouragement and transcription. He was Mawlana’s
collaborator and adviser in this work. Moreover, in addition to
secretly praising Hesam al-Din, Mawlana prepared the ground for
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his succession so that his disciples would know whom to follow
after Mawlana’s death.
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Intertextual Relations between Jami’s Leyli and Majnun and
Fuzuli’s Leyli and Majnun

Masroureh Mokhtari!

1. Introduction

Among the numerous poetic works composed on the basis of
Nizami’s story of Leyli and Majnun, Abd al-Rahman Jami’s Leyli and
Majnun and Molla Mohammad Fuzuli Baghdadi’s Leyli and Majnun
hold a prominent position; because these two works, while
connected to the narrative tradition of Nezami Ganjavi, represent
two linguistic and cultural spheres, Persian and Azerbaijani Turkish.
The present study has been conducted with the aim of elucidating
the intertextual relations between Jami’s and Fuzuli’s Leyli and
Majnun. The fundamental question of the research is to what
extent Fuzuli was influenced by Jami’s text in his retelling of the
story of Leyli and Majnun, and at what levels of structure, narrative,
language, characterization, and mystical themes this influence is
reflected.

2. Methodology
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The research method is descriptive-analytical and comparative,
and its information was collected through library and documentary
methods. The theoretical framework of the research is based on
Gérard Genette’s theory of “transtextuality.” In this study, the
concept of “hypertextuality” has been employed to analyze the
relationship between the earlier text and the later text.

3. Discussion

The findings of the research indicate that the relationship between
the two poetic works is predominantly of the implicit
intertextuality type. In Fuzuli’s poetic work, there is no direct and
explicit reference to Jami’s Leyli and Majnun. At the structural level,
both poetic works are accompanied by sections such as Tahmidiye,
na't, munajat, the reason for composing the book, and the
beginning of the narrative, and they follow the prevailing tradition
of Persian masnavi composition. By also incorporating forms such
as the ghazal and murabba’ into the body of the masnavi, Fuzuli
has enhanced the musical and emotional richness of his poetic
work. This characteristic, along with the lyrical language, internal
musicality, and greater emotional intensity, has caused Fuzuli’s
narrative to acquire an independent identity.

At the content level, the theme of love is the central axis of both
poetic works. In these works, love is not merely an individual and
earthly emotion, but is connected with mystical concepts. In the
thought of both poets, profane or metaphorical love can provide
the ground for movement toward true love; the same well-known
idea expressed as “al-majaz qantarat al-hagigah” [metaphorical
love is the bridge to truth]. Jami makes broader and more explicit
use of the story’s capacity to express mystical teachings and
regards the love of Leyli and Majnun as a symbol of humanity’s
movement from form to meaning, from multiplicity to unity, and
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from human love to divine love. In his poetry, metaphorical love is
regarded as a stage for attaining truth, and Majnun ultimately
transcends the outward form of the beloved. Nevertheless, Fuzuli
expresses this transformation in a more emotional and musical
language, accompanied by an emphasis on pain, separation,
lamentation, and the burning anguish of the lover. Therefore, it can
be said that Jami is more inclined toward the mystical and didactic
interpretation of the narrative, whereas Fuzuli, while drawing upon
the same mystical foundation, emphasizes the lyrical and
emotional capacities of the story.

Other common thematic aspects include the presence of mystical
concepts such as the inadequacy of reason, bewilderment,
annihilation, divine unity, negation of self-conceit, the station of
contentment, the unity of being, and the oneness of the lover and
the beloved. Jami, who is regarded as one of the prominent
followers of Ibn Arabi’s mysticism and the doctrine of the unity of
being, has incorporated these concepts into the narrative context
with greater explicitness and breadth.

4. Conclusion

Based on the findings of the research, Fuzuli, while preserving
the main cores of the narrative, structural patterns, certain shared
mystical themes, and common linguistic elements, has paid
attention to the tradition of Jami; however, at the same time,
through changes in the organization of the sections, abridging or
expanding parts of the story, increasing lyrical elements, employing
diverse poetic forms, and highlighting emotion and the musicality
of language, he has created an independent and innovative work.
Consequently, although Fuzuli draws upon the tradition of Nezami,
Jami, and other earlier narrators, his work is not merely a retelling
of a familiar narrative; rather, it is a creative reproduction of that
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narrative within the literary and cultural horizon of the Azerbaijani
Turkish language.
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