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The Influence of the Love Component on Dimensions of
Nihilism in the Poetry of Forugh Farrokhzad and Ahmad Shamlou
Elham Behnam Vazifeh!, Narges Asghari Guvar?, Ali Ramezani®

1. Introduction

Forugh Farrokhzad (1935-1967) and Ahmad Shamlou (1925—
2000) are two prominent poets of the She’r-e Nou (New Poetry)
Nimaic movement, whose works are overshadowed by nihilism. In
their inclination toward nihilism, the component of love is directly
connected, such that love—in both individual and social
dimensions—has influenced their nihilistic tendencies. This article
examines the nature of this influence and the perspectives of the
two poets.

2. Research Method

The statistical population of this research comprises the
collected poems of Farrokhzad and Shamlou. Through library
research, data on the relationship between love and their nihilistic
thoughts were extracted via note-taking. By categorizing the
content of these notes, the article was written using a descriptive-
analytical method.
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3. Discussion

Nihilism derives from the word nihil (meaning "nothing" or
"void") (Shayegan, 1999: 13). Terminologically, it translates to
"nothingness-ism" or "negationism" (ZarSanas, 2006: 13). Various
dimensions of nihilism appear in the poetry of Farrokhzad and
Shamlou, with the influence of the love component evident in the
following aspects:

The Love Component in Political Nihilism

Political nihilism expanded in contemporary literature during
the She’r-e Nou movement following the 1953 coup d’état. Part of
Shamlou’s poetic nihilism is political. However, Farrokhzad did not
engage with politics during that period. The themes of absurdity in
Shamlou’s poems from this era are linked to romantic despair
toward the struggling human, as seen in the poem "Sorud-e Mardi
ke Tanha Mi-ravad" (Anthem of the Man Walking Alone), where the
description of "Khanjar az posht khordan" (being stabbed in the
back) expresses ultimate despair.

The Love Component in Social Nihilism

Social nihilism in Farrokhzad and Shamlou’s poetry relates to
their view of love in society. Their nihilistic thoughts converge on
the absence of love in society, yet each reflects from their own
perspective. Farrokhzad (early period) despairs societal attitudes in
a patriarchal society. Her nihilism also stems from personal
struggles and marital failure, generalized to society. Shamlou’s
social nihilism connects love’s decay to societal decline and the lack
of affection among people, influenced by political conditions.

The Love Component in Individual Nihilism

This dimension is more prominent in Farrokhzad’s poetry than
Shamlou’s. Emotional failure cast nihilism over her work, which she
never transcended. Her most bitter experience—marriage and
divorce—fueled nihilistic thought in her poetry. Her primary reason
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for nihilism is the absence of a sublime beloved, leading to
persistent death imagery, as in:

"The savior sleeps in the grave / and the earth, the accepting soil
/ is a gesture toward tranquility" (Farrokhzad, 2005: 298).

Shamlou’s romantic nihilism emerged in the 1950s. After the
coup, he was imprisoned; post-release, his first wife divorced him.
A second marriage also failed. This defeat—compounded by socio-
political disillusionment and societal decay—drove him to romantic
nihilism, pushing him to the brink of suicide. This is reflected in
poems like "Ghazal-e Bozorg" (Grand Ghazal), where love is likened
to "an empty birdcage." However, Shamlou transcended this
nihilism through sublime love with Ayda.

4. Conclusion

Results indicate that the link between love and individual
nihilism is frequent in both poets’” works but also extends to
political-social nihilism. Both poets’ emotions are intrinsically tied
to the love component. The decay of love among people, absence
of love in life, and romantic failures drive their nihilistic tendencies.
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A Comparative Study of the Epic Taraneh Rolan and Yadegar
Zariran
Farasat Dezhdah?, Nasrin Ghorbani?

1. Introduction

Taraneh Rolan and Yadegar Zariran are two epic works from
distinct cultural traditions. These symbolic narratives, rooted in
their respective historical and cultural contexts, recount tales of
bravery, sacrifice, and heroism. They share commonalities
through their epic literary genre and universal themes.

Given the limited comparative research on these epics, this study
examines their lexical and grammatical-rhetorical features to
identify differences and similarities. The research questions are:

1. What core concepts dominate the vocabulary of each
epic?

2. What rhetorical features characterize both works?

3. What conclusions emerge from their rhetorical
comparison?

Research Objectives:

1. Identify high-frequency concepts central to each narrative.
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2. Categorize lexical items expressing religious/ideological
beliefs.

3. Compare rhetorical features to determine stylistic
distinctions.

2. Research Method

The methodology involves summarizing both narratives. Analyzing
lexical frequency of core concepts (loyalty, patriotism, moral
values). In the first part, we have discussed the themes and
content of the work, which include words used for a concept and
with high frequency, and in the second part, we have examined
the work from a grammatical and rhetorical perspective.

3. Discussion

We have identified and determined the words and concepts used
in both works in line with their concepts. Concepts such as
fatalism, magic, and prophecy, and from a grammatical and
rhetorical point of view, exaggeration, description, recognition,
and archaism of words can be mentioned.

4. Conclusion

In this study, two epic works, Taraneh Rolan and Yadegar Zariran,
which have many conceptual similarities and come from two
different cultures, were examined and researched. The following
results were obtained in this study:

1. Despite their cultural and national differences, these two
stories adhere to their honor and religious values in terms
of universal concepts such as love for one's homeland and
its protection.

2. InTaraneh Rolan, there are many words and concepts that
emphasize the mission of Rolan and his people; the
concepts that have the highest frequency include words
that deal with the issue and spiritual state and even the
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ritual of the warriors. The second most frequent concept is
religious concepts, which are manifestations of belief in
the supernatural.

In the fourth part of the article, we examined the
grammatical and rhetorical aspects of these works in
terms of exaggeration, allusions, ironic expressions,
prioritizing the verb over the subject and object, etc. In a
rhetorical comparison between these two works, we came
to the conclusion that Yadgar Zariran is more rhetorically
rich.

Due to its unwritten (oral) origin, Tarane Relan has less
literary richness. It is also translated from French, which
has reduced its literary beauty.
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The Impact of Zoroaster’s Religious Revolution on Semantic
Shifts of Sorcerer and Demon Based on Shahnameh Narratives
and Cultural Contexts

Mehdi Rezaei'

1. Introduction

Ancient literary texts preserve ambiguous narratives of historical
events, whose reconstruction through sociological and historical
perspectives holds significant value. Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh , with
its historical-mythical nature, is a vital resource for reconstructing
ancient Iranian culture and civilization. This study examines the
usage of sorcere in the Shahnameh and its cultural context,
drawing on pre- and post-Zoroastrian Iranian and Indian texts to
analyze the causes of its semantic evolution. The primary objective
is to investigate the transformation of sorcere and demon into
pejorative terms.The cultural and religious shifts driving this
change. This study seeks to answer these questions:

a) Why does sorcere refer to positive, semi-sacred, or sacred
figures in Shahnameh?

b) How does Zoroaster’s religious revolution explain the semantic
shift of sorcere and demon?

2. Research Method

In this study, the analytical-comparative method has been used to
analyze the keywords "magic™ and "demon” in the Shahnameh.
Using evidence and clues in ancient texts that predate the
Shahnameh, an attempt is made to examine the text of the
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Shahnameh and reconstruct a clearer picture of the historical
events related to these words.

3. Discussion

The findings indicate that the word "magic™ in the Shahnameh was
used to refer to the clergy or priests of the pre-Zoroastrian Aryan
religion. These individuals caused havoc and destruction in people's
lives due to their strong tendency towards asceticism and
detachment from the world, and pushing society towards this path
(Monier-Williams, M 1899 under sorcere). Zoroaster opposed these
worldly approaches, which resulted in nothing but destruction, and
began an uprising against them. This action led to a religious
revolution, overthrowing the demons as gods worshipped by the
magicians and replacing them with the Ahuras. Words related to the
names and classes of priests and clerics of that religion, such as
"magic,” "crepe,” "coy," and also the word "demon," take on a
negative connotation. While Zoroaster, contrary to the teachings of
the magicians and priests of the previous religion, places worldliness
at the center of his religion. In Gahan, demons are mentioned for the
first time as "ugly" (Avesta, 2002, 1/23). Regarding the generality
of the worship of the deity during the time of Zoroaster, it is stated
that “Zoroaster came to a group of the most learned. He asked what
was most like the cry of the soul? They said that they were thinking
of dervishes and... praising the deity. Then he raised the dervishes
and... but the deity did not become” (Vazidegi-Haye Zadsperm,
2006: 65). Zoroaster's opposition to Divan, Kirpan, and Koyan is
mainly due to the fact that they create an unsuitable life for people
and deprive them of worldly pleasures. He believes that evil teachers
distort the word of God with their false teachings and destroy the
idea of livelihood (Avesta, 2002, 1/25).

4. Conclusion

Due to the time span of the events, the Shahnameh contains two
opposing meanings of the words "demon™ and "magic"; the positive
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meaning is related to the pre-Zoroastrian era and the negative
meaning is a product of the post-Zoroastrian era. Zoroastrianism's
rebellion against the previous religion and its priests, known as the
sorcerers, was due to the sorcerers' method of preaching an ascetic
life that resulted in nothing but the destruction of human worldly
life, and for this reason, the core of Zoroastrian religious teachings
became the preaching of worldliness. With the elimination of the old
religion, the name of its preachers, or the sorcerers, took on a
negative connotation, and their gods (demons) also became negative
gods.
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An Analysis of Editorial and Orthographic Issues in Fors Tili
(A Persian Language Textbook in Uzbekistan)
Seyed Mohammad Reza Nezhad?, Mahsa Rastkhiz?

1. Introduction

Developing educational materials is one of the most crucial aspects
of language instruction. This importance is magnified when
teaching a language to non-native speakers. This research aims to
remind stakeholders and authors to make more precise decisions
when preparing textbooks, thereby enabling the creation of new,
optimal, and flawless resources based on sounder scientific
principles. By doing so, weaknesses and shortcomings of past books
can be addressed to facilitate more effective learning. To this end,
Volume 1 of Fors Tili—a resource for teaching Persian in
Uzbekistan—was evaluated and analyzed using content analysis
models and criteria to determine:

1. Whether Fors Tili contains orthographic, grammatical, or
lexical errors.
2. How existing issues in Fors Tili can be resolved.
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2. Research Method

This study employed qualitative content analysis to examine every
page of Fors Tili (2006) in detail, assessing adherence to
orthographic rules, grammatical standards, and lexical choices.

3. Discussion
The analysis revealed multiple violations of modern Persian
orthography and editorial principles, including:

1. Incorrect use of punctuation marks

2. Inconsistent word spacing (erroneous compounding or
separation)

Non-compliance with spacing rules

Spelling and typographical errors

5. Phonetic transcription errors

P w

Additionally, book design principles were neglected in sections
such as:

1. Title page, 2.Table of contents, 3.Page layout, 4.Headings,
5.Coherence and organization, 6.Glossary placement,
7.Table numbering, 8.Image usage, 9.References and
bibliography

Numerous lexical errors were identified, including colloquial,
inadequate, or contradictory expressions, Incorrect calques (literal
translations), Redundant word repetition, Use of foreign words,
Improper Arabic plurals.

Also grammatical errors included:

1. Sentence structure issues: Run-on sentences; inadequate,
ambiguous, contradictory, or unintelligible phrases



2. Verb usage errors: Subject-verb disagreement, arbitrary
verb omission, tense/aspect inconsistency, misuse of
auxiliary verbs

3. Particle errors: Incorrect prepositions, determiners, and
conjunctions

4. Conclusion

Analysis of Fors Tili showed punctuation marks were either misused
or entirely absent. Word spacing lacked consistency (identical
words appeared compounded in some instances and separated in
others). Spacing rules were systematically ignored. Spelling errors
were predominantly typographical. Phonetic transcription violated
established principles. Book design standards were frequently
overlooked. Lexical and grammatical errors were pervasive.

Based on the studies conducted in this study, it is suggested that
The International Center for Persian Language Education,
Dehkhoda Dictionary Institute, and Saadi Foundation—as primary
authorities on Persian language promotion—should oversee
textbook development processes, Train authors/instructors in
second language acquisition theories, Establish rigorous editorial
guidelines for future publications.
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A Comparative Study of the Presence of Nightingale in
Attar's Manteghoteyr with Mazandarani Folk Poetry
Vida Saravi!

1. Introduction

Among birds, the nightingale has held a distinctive position
in both classical Persian literature and regional folk
traditions. Renowned for its melodious song and symbolic
associations with love, it features prominently in didactic,
mystical, and allegorical texts. Manteghoteyr is Attar's most
important symbolic Masnavi for reaching absolute truth. In
native poems, one can get acquainted with the beliefs and
how people lived in different eras. This research, using
library and field methods, aims to examine the position of
the nightingale in Attar's Manteghoteyr and the native
literature of Mazandaran. In this study, poems related to the
presence of the nightingale in Attar's Manteghoteyr, as well
as more than 2000 couplets from Mazandarani poems, were
examined. Among them, 235 examples of poems were
dedicated to the nightingale, which has the highest
frequency among birds. Among the common concepts
between Manteghoteyr logic and the native literature of
Mazandaran are: the presence of the nightingale and the
manifestation of flowers in the spring; the nightingale
immersed in watching flowers; the passion and intoxication
of the nightingale; the beautiful singing of the nightingale;
the nightingale singing a new song every moment; the
nightingale's lack of patience in the face of the sorrow of
love, and the fact that the lover remembers his beloved by
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singing the nightingale. But the most important questions
of this research:

1. What specific symbols/concepts does the nightingale
inspire in Attar’s work and Mazandarani poetry?

2. Does mystical symbolism of the nightingale exist in
Mazandarani folk verses?

2. Research Method

The study conducts a line-by-line comparative analysis of
Mazandarani folk couplets and Manteghoteyr to evaluate cultural
perceptions of the nightingale and Mazandarani beliefs.

3. Discussion

Birds have always had a close connection with human life
throughout history. Notable names of birds can be seen in various
poems, sometimes used in their literal sense and sometimes in their
symbolic sense. "Manteghoteyr, the nightingale accompanies the
hawk at the beginning of the journey and travels with him to a
certain point, but in the middle of the journey, when he reaches a
flower, his infatuation and fascination with the flower prevents him
from continuing his journey" (Shafi'i Kadkani, 2004:265) "The
presence of birds in the beliefs and opinions of the people of
Mazandaran is related to the ecosystem and historical background
of that land. Because of their pleasant voice, which sings a new song
every moment, they consider the nightingale a symbol of talent,
taste, and art" (Bagheri-Hamidabadi, 2012:95).

4. Conclusion

The nightingale is famous for its eloquence in Persian literature and
the native literature of Mazandaran.The nightingale's love affair
with the rose has given rise to original poems and themes in Persian
literature. In the logic of the perfumer, the nightingale is an example
of people who worship beauty and love their professions, who brag
more and avoid doing dangerous things. The nightingale is the most
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common in the native literature of Mazandaran. It is a symbol of a
broken-hearted lover who has disgraced himself to the world for his
love of flowers. In addition to bringing the message of spring and
the renewal of life, the nightingale is also a symbol of talent, music,
taste, and art because of its pleasant voice and the fact that it sings a
new song every moment. According to the research questions, it can
be said that the nightingale has played a common role in Attar's
Manteghoteyr and in the native literature of Mazandaran. A mystical
view of the nightingale in the native poems of Mazandaran, like that
in Manteghoteyr, was not found and it is more in the form of advice
and counsel. The rose (the beloved) is the most central character in
love poems and has a wide presence in these poems. The description
of her beauty in appearance and behavior and the sadness she inflicts
on the lover with her indifference and callousness are among the
main themes of such poems that every long-suffering lover carries
with them.
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A Comparative Study of the Linguistic and Rhetorical Style of
Amin Andaleeb’s Imitation of Bidel (Andaleeb’s 53rd Ghazal and
Bidel’s First Ghazal)

Habibullah Kashefi?

1. Introduction
If we accept that every text is influenced by preceding texts and
that "no independent text exists" (Kakavand Ghalenoei & Najjar
Noubari, 2017: 48), the influence on poets of the 12th and 13th
centuries AH is undeniable. This research comparatively examines
the linguistic and rhetorical style of Muhammad Amin Andaleeb’s
(1272-1292 AH) imitation of Abdol-Qader Bidel (1054-1133 AH)
in Andaleeb’s 53rd ghazal and Bidel’s first ghazal.
Research Objectives:
Demonstrating linguistic and rhetorical similarities between Bidel’s
and Andaleeb’s ghazals.
Identifying the expression of Andaleeb’s poetic aptitude in
imitating Bidel.
Evaluating Andaleeb’s success in articulating his artistic vision to
compose a more distinctive ghazal.
Research Questions:
What are the shared linguistic and rhetorical features of the two
ghazals?
To what extent did Andaleeb utilize his innate talent in imitation?
How did the poet succeed despite shared constraints?

2. Research Method

' Associate Professor of Persian Literature and Dean of the Faculty of

Language and Literature, Parwan University, Parwan, Afghanistan.
habibullahkashefi@gmail.com

Received date: Vf-Y/\Y/-0(Y-YO/-Y/YY) Accepted date:  VE-f/-¥/YV(Y-YO/-£\Y)


mailto:habibullahkashefi@gmail.com

Yo

This study employs a qualitative-quantitative comparative
method, focusing on linguistic, phonetic, lexical, syntactic,
and literary levels. Data was analyzed through:
External, lateral, internal, and semantic musical analysis based on
Shafi’i-Kadkani’s theory (Shafi’i-Kadkani, 2010: 391).
Lexical and syntactic examination using Yamin’s grammar (Yamin,
2014:55).
Analysis of rhetorical figures referencing sources like Ava-ye Shar-
e Eshq (Kashefi, 2014: 462).
Bidel’s ghazal (12 couplets) and Andaleeb’s (9 couplets) were
scrutinized line by line, with 8 rhyme-matched couplets serving as
the basis for comparison.

3. Discussion

A) Linguistic Level:

Phonetic: Both ghazals use the Hazaj-e Mosammam-e Salem
meter. Rhymes (rah, kolah, negah) and refrain (anja) are identical.
The long vowel "a" appears 86 times in Bidel and 70 times in
Andaleeb, playing a key role in lateral music. Consonants "r" and
"n" are the most frequent in both.

Lexical: Bidel used 40 simple words and 27 compound words;
Andaleeb used 20 simple and 31 compound words. Bidel employed
102 Persian, 23 Arabic, and 1 Hebrew word; Andaleeb used 78
Persian and 17 Arabic words.

Syntactic: Bidel used 8 simple and 8 complex sentences; Andaleeb
used 2 simple and 8 complex sentences.

B) Literary Level:

Bidel’s ghazal contains 6 similes, Andaleeb’s has 9.

Metaphor appears 13 times in Bidel and 9 times in Andaleeb.
Allusion occurs 9 times in Bidel and 10 times in Andaleeb.

Paradox is used 9 times by Bidel and 8 times by Andaleeb.
Synesthesia appears 6 times in Bidel and 3 times in Andaleeb.

4. Conclusion
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Andaleeb is a lesser-known poet, while Bidel is renowned.
Linguistically and rhetorically, their poetry is closely aligned. The
core factor in Andaleeb’s imitation is shared external and lateral
musicality. Andaleeb intensified musicality by repeating words and
vowels more than Bidel. Simple words dominate Bidel’s ghazal,
while Andaleeb sometimes embellished entire lines with
compounds. Simple and complex sentences are equal in Bidel, but
complex sentences prevail in Andaleeb. In semantic music,
harmony and contrast (tanasob and tazadd) are frequent in both.
Andaleeb excels in simile and allusion; Bidel dominates
synesthesia. Andaleeb absorbed Bidel’s influence most profoundly
in musical and literary dimensions, skillfully structuring this
imitation and achieving greater success in certain aspects.
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Body Language in Nezami’s Khosrow and Shirin
Fatemeh Modarresi!, Sahar Najafipar?, Hadi Tite?

1. Introduction

Khosrow and Shirin by Nezami stands among the most prominent
romantic epics in Persian literature. This narrative abounds with
amorous dialogues and interactions between lovers. Body
language, defined as non-verbal communication through physical
gestures and expressions, conveys meaning without words. This
article examines body language—specifically the actions and
reactions of characters—within the epic. Analyzing body language
as a form of semiotics facilitates behavioral understanding and
mutual recognition, enabling bidirectional communication within
social contexts, as reflected in Khosrow and Shirin. This study
addresses:

1. What explicit and implicit meanings do facial expressions
and gestures convey in the epic?

2. Whatis Nezami’s perspective on body language as
communication, and how does its analysis relate to
cognition?
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2. Research Method

In literature, verbal and nonverbal communication coincide and
are presented together, of course, not in the same way as verbal
communication and not only because of their meanings; rather,
words are sometimes used because of their sounds and
intonations. The research method is descriptive-analytical and
relies on library resources.

3. Discussion

The face is the first place to show the emotional state of
individuals, because personal and social feedback on words and
surrounding events can be sought in facial expressions. In fact, the
face is the most important source of information for people after
speaking, and in general, we can mention various types of eye
contact, lip and mouth expressions, eyebrow expressions, anger,
facial color, laughter, and crying in the poetry of Khosrow and
Shirin.

4. Conclusion
Body language manifestations in Khosrow and Shirin include:

Facial Expressions:Eye contact, lip/mouth movements (kissing—
most frequent—and lip-biting), brow gestures, anger, facial

coloration, laughter, weeping, and cheek-specific expressions.

Hand Gestures:Hand-wringing, head-smiting, face-touching,
chest-placing (anxiety), hand-opening.

Foot Movements:Standing firm, barefootedness.

Head Motions:Head-lowering, dust-on-head (grief/shame), head-
scratching.

Other Bodily Cues:Waist-specific movements, posture/physical
bearing, interpersonal touch patterns, olfactory factors,
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environmental conditions, and proxemic distances like intimate
distance, personal distance, social distance, public distance.
Nezami contends that some individuals use gestures deceptively
to feign emotions. Body language exposes such pretense,
revealing true character.
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1. Introduction

Word selection and combinatorial structure derive from Formalist
theory, where poetic form constitutes a system of associations. In
Formalism, poetic art prioritizes structure and form, with the
artist's role being to create forms and interpretive possibilities
based on lexical approaches that engage the audience's
perception.

This article examines the use of obscure words/phrases or
lexemes with secondary meanings in selected ghazals from the
Divan-e Shams. The significance of this topic and lack of prior
research heighten its necessity. Repetition, sonic aesthetics—
especially of complex words—based on Formalist theory form this
study's foundation. We address how suprasegmental phonemes
and obscure lexemes create meaning through logical connections
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in discourse structure, explaining the rhythmic elements of
semantic association. Research questions:

1. What role do Rumi's self-invented phonemes, morphemes,
and phrases play in energizing his ghazals?

2. What literary-logical justification exists for such
constructions?

2. Research Method

This study analyzes obscure lexemes in Divan-e Shams ghazals
ending with " ". Emphasis falls on musicality and lexical
repetition, as sonic prominence elevates language from ordinary
state to captivating rhythms, arousing emotions.

Ecstatic states and overwhelming emotions cause—amidst
absence of rational/empirical awareness—the unconscious mind's
contents to surge into consciousness, creating emotional and
semantic clusters. Thus, through Formalist analysis of these
ghazals, we investigate how musicality of obscure words/phrases
generates meaning.

3. Discussion

To discuss and examine the subject, the article is organized into
four sections: morphemes with the titles of sound components
(sound, sound noun, conjugated or suffixed uses, subjects or
omissions), words with titles (simple words, dual and triple words,
repetition for specific meanings), phrases and sentences with a
subset of rhyme and row (heterogeneous and non-consonant rows,
innovative sound rows) and complete repetition, etanin and afa'il
and avarad and azkar khangahih, and literary evidence from the
aforementioned ghazals has been provided.
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4. Conclusion

1. Obscure phrases often surpass explicit lexemes in semantic
association. Sound units like "vogh vogh", "‘af ‘af", "qi qa",
and meaningless syllables (e.g., "gigi") beyond
rhyme/refrain are used liberally by Rumi.

2. Deviations include:Atanin/afa‘7l metrical patterns,Phrasal
repetitions,Extended unconventional refrains,Invented
phrases (e.g., ‘"dagga dagqqd dag daqgqgqa...")
These stem from spiritual ecstasy (ghalyan-e rihi) and inner
fervor.
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