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A Study of the Processes of Verbs in Thirty Ghazals by Attar
(From the Perspective of Halliday’s Systemic Functional
Linguistics)

Rouhangiz Hamdi Dorbash!, Abbasali Vafaei?

1. Introduction

According to Michael Halliday’s systemic functional linguistics,
language is a tool for conveying meaning and establishing
communication among individuals in a society. Any type of
linguistic selection is considered “functional and meaningful” if it is
used within a context, a social situation, or within a culture (see:
Fotouhi, 1391: 147). The concept of meaning in systemic functional
theory is manifested through three metafunctions: the “ideational
metafunction,” the “interpersonal metafunction,” and the “textual
metafunction” (see: Sadri, 1394: 39). Since, in the ideational
metafunction, the language user represents his or her external and
internal experiences through processes, examining the verbal
processes in a work can, to some extent, reveal the stylistic and
personal characteristics of the poet or writer.

So far, no scientific research has been conducted on Attar’s
ghazals; therefore, the present study attempts, through this
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approach, to examine the verbal processes present in thirty of
Attar’s ghazals and to introduce and evaluate the capabilities of this
theory in the analysis and interpretation of literary texts. In
Halliday’s functional grammar, with the aid of the transitivity
system, we can explain the differences among verbal processes and
demonstrate that their occurrence is not accidental. Accordingly,
this study seeks to answer the following questions:

1- What meaningful relationship exists in Attar’s ghazals
between the verbal processes employed and the subject matter of
the ghazal?

2- Which processes and which participants play the dominant
and prevailing roles in Attar’s ghazals?

3- To what extent is Halliday’s systemic functional linguistics
effective and appropriate for analyzing and examining literary
texts, particularly poetic works?

2. Methodology

In this study, thirty ghazals from Attar’s three categories of
ghazals (romantic, mystical, and Qalandari) constitute the basis of
the research. The method of analyzing the texts under
consideration is based on the analytical-statistical methods of the
functional approach and library sources, and in analyzing and
interpreting the data, the views of literary scholars and stylisticians,
as well as, to some extent, linguistic intuition, have been employed.

3. Discussion

In Halliday’s functional linguistics, language is an interwoven
network of systems that conveys meaning through nested choices.
This comprehensive network is composed of three semantic
networks known as the ideational metafunction, the interpersonal
metafunction, and the textual metafunction. In the ideational
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metafunction, external and internal experiences are represented
through verbal processes by means of the transitivity system of
language. The principal verbal processes in Halliday’s theory are
“material, mental, and relational,” while the secondary verbal
processes are “behavioral, verbal, and existential” (ibid.).

4 .Conclusion

Considering the findings of the study, we arrive at the conclusion
that, in Attar’s ghazals, there is a close and meaningful relationship
between the type of ghazal and the processes employed in it.
Attar’s ghazals are based on a kind of realism accompanied by
certainty. Among the reasons for this are the high frequency of
material processes, with a high frequency of the simple present and
simple past tenses, together with the frequent use of indicative
moods. This process accounts for 32.88% and plays a significant
role in all three collections.

Its highest frequency is observed in the Qalandari and romantic
ghazals, which indicates external experiences.

Relational processes, at 32.33%, have the highest frequency of
use in the mystical ghazals due to the abstract atmosphere
governing them.

Another noteworthy point in Attar’s ghazals is the frequency of
cognitive mental processes, at 41.93%, whose use is meaningfully
most prevalent in Attar’s mystical and Qalandari ghazals. This issue,
together with the high frequency of negative existential processes,
indicates a profound epistemological introspection in Attar’s
perspective.

Among the active participants in the romantic and mystical
ghazals is the “beloved” (earthly and heavenly), followed by the
lover himself, which demonstrates the central role of the beloved
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in Attar’s thoughts and ideas. In the Qalandari ghazal, the “pir”
(spiritual master), in the form of a preacher, assumes the greatest
participation.

Among the frequently used circumstantial elements, the
elements of time, place, quality, and cause have a high frequency
in giving objectivity to and making Attar’s external and internal
experiences appear increasingly realistic.

Finally, it can be stated that Halliday’s functional linguistics, due
to its meaning-based nature, its attention to the non-linguistic
context, and its consideration of all aspects of discourse in the
analysis of literary texts, is highly effective.



WY

A Study of Linguistic and Imagistic Foregrounding in the Poems
of Hossein Monzavi

Parisa Ranjbari!, Fatemeh Modarresi?

1. Introduction

Persian poetry, particularly in the form of the ghazal, has always
served as a medium for the expression of emotion, imagination,
and thought. In recent centuries, with the emergence of modernist
movements, the language of poetry has undergone fundamental
transformations, among which linguistic and imagistic
foregrounding can be mentioned; that is, the conscious use of
linguistic and artistic elements to attract attention, create
meaning, and convey lived experience. In this context, Hossein
Monzavi, one of the most prominent contemporary ghazal poets,
through the integration of tradition and innovation, has succeeded
in directing poetic language from a static and imitative state toward
a dynamic, multilayered, and creative mode of expression.
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Monzavi has drawn not only upon the capacities of rhetoric and the
imagination at the lexical and syntactic levels, but also upon poetic
imagery, in order to artistically reflect romantic, philosophical,
social, and psychological experiences. Foregrounding in his poetry
sometimes occurs through the violation of syntactic rules and
unexpected lexical choices, and at other times through the creation
of metaphorical, symbolic, or imaginative images that encourage
the reader toward contemplation and intuition. These
characteristics have distinguished Monzavi’s poetry from that of
many of his contemporaries and have transformed it into a rich
source for linguistic and aesthetic analyses.

2. Methodology

The present study, adopting a descriptive-analytical approach,
seeks to answer the question of how linguistic and imagistic
foregrounding in the poetry of Hossein Monzavi contributes to the
creation of meaning, the transmission of emotion, and the
enhancement of the aesthetic dimensions of poetry by examining
examples from Monzavi’'s poems.

3. Discussion

One of the most important methods of foregrounding is deviation
from norms; that is, the poet creates structures that are
unexpected, novel, and influential by breaking the conventional
rules of language. “This deviation from norms can occur at the
lexical, syntactic, phonological, or semantic level and can cause the
language of poetry to become foregrounded in relation to the
standard language” (Sadri, 1390: 158).

Rule addition is one of the methods of defamiliarization in the
Russian Formalist school. The foundation of the literary theory of
the Formalists, as expressed in the works of Shklovsky and
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Mukarovsky, is built upon concepts such as defamiliarization,
estrangement, and the foregrounding of language. “The Formalists
subsumed all the techniques, devices, and figures that separate
poetic language from non-poetic (standard) language and make it
unfamiliar to the reader under the general concept of
‘defamiliarization’” (Pournamdarian, 1374: 4).

The repetition of a word, structure, or sound in poetry produces
musical and semantic foregrounding. These repetitions sometimes
serve emotion and at other times serve the rhetorical structure of
the poem. In Monzavi’s poetry, the repetition of words such as
“you,” “eye,” “night,” or “loneliness” not only reinforces the
poem’s internal music but also contributes to the transmission of

emotion.

4. Conclusion

The examination of linguistic and imagistic foregrounding in the
poems of Hossein Monzavi showed that, through the creative use
of rhetorical, syntactic, and imagistic capacities, this poet has
succeeded in elevating poetic language from the level of reporting
to the level of experience-oriented and interpretive expression. At
the linguistic level, devices such as repetition, syntactic deviation,
rule addition, and distinctive lexical selection have resulted in the
foregrounding of meaning, the emphasis of emotion, and the
creation of internal musicality. These devices have not only
contributed to the aesthetics of the poetry but have also reinforced
its psychological and philosophical structure.

At the imagistic level, Monzavi has created a multilayered and
compelling space by combining imaginative, realistic,
metaphorical, and symbolic images, artistically reflecting romantic,
social, and ontological experiences. His images sometimes draw
upon elements of nature and place, and at other times upon
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abstract and historical concepts, thereby compelling the reader
toward intuition and contemplation.

Overall, foregrounding in Hossein Monzavi’s poetry is not
merely a means of creating beauty, but also a mechanism for
conveying complex human experiences. These characteristics have
transformed his poetry into a rich source for linguistic,
psychological, and aesthetic analyses and demonstrate that poetic
language, in the hands of a poet such as Monzavi, can become a
medium for expressing the deepest existential layers of the human
being.
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A Psychological Analysis of the Characters in the Novel “The
Nocturnal Harmony of the Wooden Orchestra” Based on Alfred
Adler’s Theory

Azadeh Nazari!, Masoumeh Sadeghi?

1. Introduction

In contemporary novels, characters play a more decisive role
than any other component in the formation and continuity of the
narrative. Among the writers who, in recent years, have succeeded
in attracting the attention of critics and audiences through the
creation of complex and psychologically disturbed characters, Reza
Ghassemi occupies a distinctive position. In the novel “The
Nocturnal Harmony of the Wooden Orchestra”, the characters are
often involved in identity crises, psychological disorders, and
philosophical confusion. Examining the characters of this novel
from the perspective of Alfred Adler’s individual psychology makes
it possible to provide a more fundamental analysis of their
motivations and behaviors. Adler regards human beings as social
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creatures who, under the influence of their efforts to overcome
feelings of inferiority, develop a particular lifestyle for themselves.
This study aims to examine the characters of this novel based on
Adler’s theory and seeks to answer the question of the extent to
which the components of Adler’s theory can be examined in the
behaviors and psychological states of the characters in Ghassemi’s
novels.

2. Methodology

This study employs a descriptive-analytical method and an
Adlerian psychological approach to examine the major and minor
characters of the novel “The Nocturnal Harmony of the Wooden
Orchestra.”

3. Discussion

“The Nocturnal Harmony of the Wooden Orchestra” is a modern
and multilayered work by Reza Ghassemi that narrates the
experience of lranian immigrants living within the enclosed and
enigmatic space of a building in France. The narrator is the principal
and, at the same time, the most complex character in the novel; a
multidimensional character shaped as a result of psychological
trauma. Considering the component of “social interest” in Alfred
Adler’s theory, the narrator can be regarded as a symbolic
character.

“Seyyed Alexander” is the name chosen for one of the dynamic
characters in the novel; a compound name consisting of Islamic and
Western elements that, in an ironic manner, reflects the identity
confusion of Iranians living in exile.
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Profet, as the most controversial character in the novel, is the
former Hassan, the shy and modest boy from the Javadiyeh
neighborhood, who suffers from religious paranoia and considers
himself responsible for implementing God’s commandments.

Kalantar possesses an authoritarian personality. He believes in the
pursuit of power, and his personality structure is such that he is
able to tolerate various intellectual preferences among the other
characters and offer them solutions, provided that doing so
enables him to achieve his authoritarian goals.

Rana is another character in the novel. Like the narrator, Rana
possesses multiple dimensions of personality. After arriving in
France, she has nowhere to stay, and after becoming acquainted
with the narrator, she temporarily stays with him, while the
narrator pursues the process of obtaining her residence permit.

Throughout the story, Rana is constantly striving to attain
superiority and achieve her own goals, and along this path, her
emotions and feminine feelings can never become an obstacle to
her. Possessing several personality types simultaneously, she
attempts to realize her objectives.

4 .Conclusion

The psychological examination of the characters in the novel
“The Nocturnal Harmony of the Wooden Orchestra”, based on
Alfred Adler’s theory of personality, demonstrates that the heroes
and central characters of the story are involved in compensatory
mechanisms arising from inferiority complexes and unpleasant
experiences during their childhood and adolescence. The main
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narrator of the story is a clear example of a character who
continually suffers from feelings of inability, inadequacy, and
rejection, and these past experiences play a fundamental role in
shaping his pathological lifestyle. Characters such as Seyyed
Kourosh (Alexander) can likewise be analyzed on the basis of
Adler’s theory. Seyyed is a searching and apparently multifaceted
individual who has repeatedly changed the course of his life, yet
has found neither peace nor a distinct identity in any of them. The
character of Profet represents an extreme form of compensation
for psychological complexes, presenting an exaggerated image of a
human being who, by choosing a violent path, seeks meaning,
authority, and the affirmation of his own identity. The other
characters, including the narrator, Seyyed, and the other minor
characters in the novel, experience a form of alienation and
existential restlessness that is consistent with the components of
the feeling of not belonging in Adler’s theory.
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A Polyphonic Reading of Charlotte Bronté’s Jane Eyre Based
on Mikhail Bakhtin’s Dialogic Logic

Nili Afravi!, Maryam Mashhadizadeh?

1. Introduction

Charlotte Bronté’s novel Jane Eyre is one of the most significant
novels of the nineteenth century, which, in addition to narrating
the individual growth of a woman, constitutes a space for the
presence and confrontation of various social, moral, and gender
discourses. The interaction among characters such as Jane Eyre,
Rochester, Helen Burns, and St. John Rivers demonstrates the
encounter of different perspectives and value systems that enter
into dialogue with one another within the narrative context. This
discursive interaction causes the identity and worldview of the
protagonist to take shape through a dynamic and dialogic process.

Accordingly, the present article seeks to examine the polyphonic
structure of the novel Jane Eyre based on Mikhail Bakhtin’s theory
of dialogism and to demonstrate how the presence of different
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voices within the text provides the basis for the formation of a
multilayered and dynamic meaning in the narrative. This study also
attempts to demonstrate that Bronté’s novel, beyond being an
individual narrative, constitutes a space for the interaction and
confrontation of various social and intellectual discourses.

The present research seeks to answer the following questions:

1- How are the components of polyphony manifested in the novel
Jane Eyre based on Mikhail Bakhtin’s dialogic logic?

2- How do religious, moral, gender, and class voices and discourses
interact and confront one another in the novel?

2. Methodology

The research method employed in this article is descriptive-
analytical and is based on the analysis of the literary text according
to the concepts of dialogism, polyphony, and heteroglossia in
Bakhtin’s theory.

3. Discussion

At the beginning of the story, Jane is an orphaned child who lives
in the house of her aunt, Mrs. Reed. Mrs. Reed treats her coldly and
contemptuously and constantly portrays Jane as an ungrateful and
troublesome person. In one of the important scenes of the story,
Jane, who has been treated with indifference for years, stands up
to her aunt and expresses her true feelings.

“l am not two-faced; if | were, | would say that | love you, but |
honestly declare that | do not love you” (Bronté, 1400: 4).
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This sentence is uttered when Mrs. Reed decides to send Jane
to boarding school. Before leaving, Jane, who had remained silent
for years, expresses her true feelings toward her aunt for the first
time and speaks of the injustice she has suffered.

This utterance indicates the emergence of Jane’s independent
voice in opposition to the discourse of familial authority. In
Victorian society, children were expected to be obedient to their
elders, but Jane challenges this order by openly expressing her
feelings. From a Bakhtinian perspective, this scene demonstrates
the confrontation between two distinct consciousnesses: the
consciousness of power and the consciousness of resistance. The
presence of this confrontation causes the narrative to move
beyond a monologic state and creates a dialogic space.

4 .Conclusion

The novel Jane Eyre is a notable example of a text in which
interaction among different voices makes the formation of
meaning possible. Although the narrative is presented through
Jane’s voice, it is structured in such a way that different
perspectives are given the opportunity to appear and express
themselves. Therefore, it can be concluded that despite its
seemingly monologic narrative structure, Jane Eyre possesses, at a
deeper level, characteristics of polyphony and dialogism that can
be explained through Bakhtin’s theory.

Overall, a Bakhtinian reading of this novel demonstrates that Jane
Eyre is not merely a story about the individual growth of a woman,
but a text in which various social, moral, and cultural discourses
enter into interaction with one another. This polyphonic
interaction not only enriches the semantic dimensions of the work
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but also makes possible a deeper understanding of its narrative
structure and the worldview embedded within the novel.

A Comparative Study of Expelled Characters in the Myths and
Epics of Iran, Greece, and Rome

Masroureh Mokhtari!, Davoud Mozhdeh Anbaran?

1. Introduction

Myth and epic in the civilizations of different nations are not merely
reflections of systems of belief; rather, they function as
repositories of lived political and social experience. One of the
recurring patterns in these texts is the condition of “expelled
characters” (Expelled Characters); figures who, due to structural
transformations, the wrath of the gods, or conflict with societal
norms, have been pushed from the center to the margins. In the
myths of Iran, Greece, and Rome, there is a striking similarity in the
stories of the birth and early life of the characters, despite the
geographical distance and temporal differences. Despite the many
similarities between these myths and the life stories of their
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principal characters, differences can also be observed. The present
study has attempted to answer the following questions:

1- Who are the expelled characters in the myths and epics of Iran,
Greece, and Rome, and according to what criteria can they be
classified as expelled characters?

2- What are the most important causes and factors underlying the
expulsion of these characters in the three cultural traditions?

3- What effect does expulsion have on the identity, destiny, and
heroic role of these characters?

4- What are the similarities and differences in the representation
of expelled characters in the myths and epics of Iran, Greece, and
Rome?

5- How has the return of the expelled to the epic stage and their
eventual fate been represented in the epic texts of Iran, Greece,
and Rome, and what effect has their return had on the formation
or alteration of the course of the narrative?

2. Methodology

In this study, using a descriptive-analytical method and drawing
upon library-based sources, expelled characters in the myths and
epics of Iran, Greece, and Rome have been examined.

3. Discussion

Through a comparative study of expelled characters, we found that
in Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh, the rejection or expulsion of heroes is a
means of “preserving the divine glory (Farr-e Izadi)” and achieving
moral perfection, which is represented through the following
methods:

1- Seeking refuge in pure and symbolic geography (Mount Alborz
and the meadows)



1YAG

2- Adaptation to a pastoral and marginal way of life (distance from
the center of power)

In Western myths (Greece and Rome), adaptation is more
functional, skill-based, and vengeful in nature, and the hero, for
survival, establishes a connection with the forces of nature or
technical skills:

1- Adaptation through creativity and technical skill.

2- Adaptation and upbringing by animals and nature (the
wilderness).

3- Adaptation in temples or under the guardianship of wise
individuals.

4- Adaptation through the acceptance of a new identity (adoption
and migration).

4. Conclusion
The archetype of “the expulsion of characters” can be regarded
as one of the recurring patterns in mythology; a pattern that,
despite narrative differences and cultural details, has been
reflected in the mythological narratives of various nations. The
return of expelled characters in the myths and epics of Iran,
Greece, and Rome can be divided into two groups based on the
extent of their influence on the course of narrative developments:
1. Characters whose return has a significant impact on the
course of the story. This group includes heroes such as
Hercules and kings such as Fereydun, Qobad, Romulus,
Oedipus, Athamas, and Aeacus. Characters such as Paris can
also be placed in this category, because his return led to the
formation of a ten-year war and, ultimately, to the burning
of the city and the destruction of its people.
2. Characters whose return has little effect on the main course
of the story.
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In the myths examined, the first group has a higher frequency,
because expelled characters often become one of the main
elements of the narrative after their return, and their presence
provides the conditions for changes in the course of the story, the
emergence of fundamental crises, or the occurrence of remarkable
and destiny-shaping events. Regarding the causes of the expulsion
of these characters, five main factors can be identified: first, the
ruler’s fear of the newly born character; second, the ugliness or
physical defect of the infant; third, illegitimacy of birth; fourth, the
parents’ fear of disgrace and dishonor; and fifth, the child being
female or the preference for a male child. Among these factors,
“the ruler’s fear of the newly born character” has the highest
frequency in mythological narratives. In terms of gender, most of
the expelled characters are male. The nurses and foster parents
who raise these children manage the most difficult stages of these
characters’ lives and provide the conditions for their growth,
upbringing, and return to the social sphere.
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A Lacanian Reading of the Mystical Experience in Eyn al-Quzat
Hamedani’s Tamhidat

Fatemeh Modarresi!, Fattaneh Ghomlaghi?, Neda Yans?

1. Introduction
In recent centuries, dialogue among the intellectual traditions of
the East and the West, particularly in the fields of philosophy,
psychoanalysis, and mysticism, has opened new horizons for
understanding human beings, language, and experience. One of
the most fascinating and, at the same time, most complex points of
intersection between these traditions is the possibility of a
psychoanalytic reading of mystical texts; texts that, on the surface,
address religious spiritual practice and divine experience, but at a
deeper level, are engaged with the psychological, linguistic, and
ontological structures of the human subject. In this context, Eyn Al-
Quzat Hamedani, a prominent mystic and thinker of the sixth
century AH, expresses mystical experience in Tamhidat through a
language that is ecstatic, allusive, and at times contradictory; a
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language that moves away from rational logic and approaches the
unstable boundaries of meaning. The aim of the present article is
to examine the possibility of a Lacanian reading of mystical
experience in Tamhidat and to reveal the structural overlaps
between these two intellectual systems.

The present study, employing a descriptive-analytical research
method, seeks to address the main research question, namely: Can
the mystical experience in Eyn al-Quzat’s Tamhidat be interpreted
within the framework of Lacanian psychoanalytic concepts,
particularly the concept of the “Real”?

2. Methodology
This study, adopting a descriptive-analytical approach and based
on textual analysis, examines the reading of mystical experience in
EynAal-Quzat Hamedani’'s Tamhidat from the perspective of
Lacan’s key concepts, such as desire, lack, the Other, and the Real.

3. Discussion

The language of allusion is a language that distances itself from
the logic of signification, definition, and certainty. This language is
metaphorical, symbolic, contradictory, and at times ecstatic. In
Tamhidat, Eyn Al-Quzat repeatedly emphasizes that the truth
cannot be spoken, but can only be “pointed to”.

“An allusion is that which arises neither from reason nor from
the senses, but rather from the soul; and whoever renders the
allusion into expression falls away from the allusion” (Tamhidat,
passage 23).

This statement indicates a rupture from the Symbolic order.
Rational language (the Symbolic order) cannot express the
experience of the Real. Allusion is precisely the moment of the
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slippage of language; the point at which meaning takes shape not
in the signifier, but in the absence of the signifier.

“If they ask you, ‘Who is God?’ say: ‘He who told me to speak’”
(Tamhidat, passage 47).

This sentence reverses the structure of signification. The
speaker considers himself an intermediary who has been
commanded by the truth to speak. In Lacan’s theory, this is the
moment when the subject moves out of its fixed position and
approaches the language of the unconscious. “He who told me”
indicates the absence of a center of meaning and the emergence
of the Real in speech.

4. Conclusion

The present study was conducted with the aim of examining the
possibility of an interdisciplinary reading of mystical experience in
Islamic mysticism, particularly in Eyn al-Quzat Hamedani’s work
Tambhidat, from the perspective of Lacanian psychoanalysis. The
analysis revealed that the fundamental concepts of Lacan’s
theory—the Symbolic order, the Real, the divided subject, and the
structure of desire—possess the capacity to interpret and reread
the key components of mystical experience. This overlap is
regarded as the possibility of a theoretical dialogue between two
independent epistemological traditions.

First, the language of allusion in Islamic mysticism, particularly
in Eyn al-Quzat’s expression, possesses a structure that distances
itself from the logic of signification and the Symbolic order. Allusion
is itself an experience of rupture from language; an experience in
which meaning is conveyed through silence, metaphor, and
contradiction. This structure corresponds to the moments of



18

slippage of language and the emergence of the Real in Lacanian
psychoanalysis.
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