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A Brief Personal Profile of Professor (Dr) M. Saleem Akhtar

PhD (South Asian History), MA (Asian Studies) (ANU),

PhD (Persian) (Tehran), MOL, MA (Persian and History) (Punjab)
Formerly Professorial Research Fellow, National Institute of Historical and Cultural
Research, Quaid-i-Azam University, Islamabad.
akhtarbaf@hotmail.com

+923004798397; +03351402930

Recipient of RCD Technical Cooperation Program Scholarship for higher studies at Tehran
University (1969-1974), and The Australian National University Master Degree (1974-77) and
PhD Degree (1980-83) Scholarships, Dr M. Saleem Akhtar was well embarked on his career
as a research scholar on the international scene when, in early 1984, he was invited by the
National Institute of Historical and Cultural Research, Centre of Excellence, QAU, Islamabad,
to join it as a Principal Research Fellow/Associate Professor. His credentials for the post were
refereed by Professor Ainslie T. Embree (Columbia University, USA), Professor John F.
Richards (Duke University, North Carolina, USA), Professors K. A. Ballhatchets and Sir Cyril
Philips, both of the SOAS, University of London, U.K.).

By that time Dr Akhtar had already published a critical edition of the Majma’ al-Shu’ara’-ye
Jahangir Shahi, of Mulla Qati’i-ye Harawi (d. 1024) (Karachi: ICWAS, Karachi University,
1979) which was acclaimed as a great contribution and his writings in Urdu, Persian and
English had appeared in journals of international repute, such as the Oriental College
Magazine, Punjab University, Nugaish, Annual Number 1977, Lahore, Ma arif, Azamgadh,
India, Farhang wa Mardom, Armaghan, Yaghma, Wahid and Gauhar, Tehran, Nashriyyeh-ye-
Daneshkadeh-ye-Elahiyyar wa Ma’aref-i-Eslamz, and Revue de la Faculte de Letters et des
Sciences Humaines, both of Ferdowsi University, Mashhad, The Muslim World, Connecticut,
USA, South Asia, University of Western Australia, Islamic Culture, Hyderabad-Deccan, India,
Journal of the Research Society of Pakistan, Punjab University, Lahore, etc., and his talk on
Islamic Mysticism was not only twice broadcast in Australia by Radio 2CY in its series on
eastern religions titled “Wisdom of the East” under the supervision of Professor A. L. Basham,
of the ANU, but had also been released by the Australian Broadcasting Commission, for sale,
on cassette and was published as part of its publication, The Wisdom of the East, (ed. Maureen
Mclnerney, Sydney: ABC, 1979). Besides, Dr Akhtar's writings and findings were referred to
by international academia (i.e., Central Asiatic Journal (Wiesbaden: Otto Harrassowitz, 1982
Vol. XXVI, No. 1-2, p.78, fn.1, and S.A.A. Rizvi, A History of Sufism (New Delhi: Munshiram
Manoharlal, 1983, Vol. I, p.97) and renowned Pakistani scholar Sayyid Husamuddin Rashdf,
Doctorate honoris causa, Tehran University, 1972 (deceased in April 1981), had co-opted him
as joint editor of his UNESCO-sponsored research project on “Tarikh-i-Rashidi” of Mirza
Haydar Doghlat, a maternal cousin of the Timurid Babur Padshah.

Dr Akhtar’s areas of interest and specialization include Persianate societies of South, Central
and West Asia, Discovery of rare Persian MSS. with a bearing on the history and cultures of
these areas; Persian language and Literature, Igbal Shenasi, History of Islamic Mysticism in
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South and Central Asia and Teaching of Urdu and Persian especially to Foreigners. He was
selected from time to time for Pakistan Chairs Abroad — Edinburgh, Glasgow and Tehran.
During his tenure at the latter (1993-1999), he was also performed as the Chairperson of the
Department of Urdu and Pakistan Studies at the University of Tehran for the last four and a
half years of his tenure (1994-99) in Tehran.

From day one of his arrival in Tehran in September 1993, Farhangestan-i-Zaban invited him
to lend them a helping hand in laying down the ground work for the compilation of the proposed
o8~ )3 (o l 5 ) ~lilila, A 3-member committee of <le ol sti was formed for this
purpose, the other two scholars being the late Ustad Munzavi and Dr Mahdi Gharavi. This
committee met for two hours, thrice a week, for the next five and a half years (1372-1377 Sh.)
laid down a framework for the proposed encyclopedia and approved and finalized a
comprehensive list of entries for this project.

During his stay at Tehran, besides close collaboration with the Daneshnameh-ye-Zaban wa
Adab and Daneshnameh-ye-Jahan-i-1slam, Dr Akhtar was often co-opted as subject specialist
on Selection / Promotion Committees and member of the presidium for the Defense sessions
of Foreign Students. He also published two books, in Persian, dealing with the common cultural
heritage of Iran and South Asia and the life, philosophy and message of Igbal-i-Lahuri. Besides,
he interacted and cooperated liberally with local learned bodies and academia, attended
conferences, presented papers and contributed numerous research articles to local academic
journals, commemoration/felicitation volumes and encyclopedias, etc.

In recognition of his services, Tehran University presented to Dr Akhtar a Shield, the Anjoman-
i-Athar wa Mafakher-i-Farhangi in his honour which was presided over by the Ambassador of
Pakistan, and attended and addressed by leading Iranian scholars, such as Dr Sayyid Ja’far
Shahidi, Dr Mahdi Mohaghegh, Dr Isma’il Hakimi, Dr Khosrau Farshidward, Dr Mahdi
Gharavi, Ustad Munzavi and Dr Afshar Naderi. To cap it all, Farhangestan-i-Zaban wa Adab-
i-FarsT invited him to share his thoughts on et K Ji (S5 50 Gl euli 5 ouli ) Ui
OV W~y (ulid Jb Cuaal 50 )8 25 in its series of talks on Cultural Ties Between Iran and South
Asia.

Publications:

In addition to more than 100 research articles published at home and abroad, Dr Akhtar has the
following books to his credit in chronological order:

1. Majma’ al-Shu’ara’-ye-Jahangir Shaht, of Mulla Qati’i-ye-Harawi (d.1024/1615).
Edited with an exhaustive Introduction and extensive annotations. (Karachi: ICWAS,
Karachi University, 1979. Some reviews:

"The present edition is a very scholarly one and may serve as a model for those
who edit Persian texts in general and Persian Tadhkirahs in particular." Islamic
Culture, Hyderabad-Deccan, India.

"The superb quality of scholarship used in editing the text merits high
commendation.” The Muslim World Book Review, London.
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"Dr M. Saleem Akhtar has shown his true spirit of scholarship throughout the

whole work." Indo-Iranica, Calcutta, India  Commented [MA1]:

"...a perfect example of modern critical editing." Islamic Studies, Islamabad.
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2. A Handbook of Research Activities of Learned Bodies, Islamabad, NIHCR, 1984.

3. Resaleh-ye-Niriyyeh-ye-Soltaniyyeh, of Shaykh ‘Abd al-Haqq Muhaddith-i-Dihlawt
(d.1052/1642). Edited, Introduced and Annotated. With a Foreword by Professor
Sheikh Abdur Rashid, Formerly Professor of History and Dean, Faculty of Arts,
Muslim University, Aligarh, India. Islamabad: Iran-Pakistan Institute of Persian
Studies, 1985. Extract from the Foreword:

"...The meticulous care with which Mr Akhtar [1971] has utilized his sources
holds out the promise of his becoming one of our leading authorities on the
intellectual and spiritual history of the Muslims of India and Pakistan during the
middle ages."

An Urdu translation of this edition by Professor Ghazanfar Ali Waraich was
published by West Pakistan Academy, Samanabad, Lahore, in 1998.

4. Tuhfat al-Wulat wa Nasthat al-Ra’iyyat wa’l-Ru’at, of Shaykh Muhammad bin Tahir
Muhaddith Pattani (d.986/1578). Edited, Introduced and Annotated. Islamabad: Idarah-
ye-Ma’aref-i-Naushahiyyeh, 1986.

5. Kalimat al-Sadigm, of Muhammad Sadiq Dihlawi Kashmiri Hamadani (comp.
1023/1614). Edited, Introduced and Annotated. With a Foreword by Professor A. L.
Basham, Head, Department of Asian Civilizations, The Australian National University,
Canberra. Islamabad: Iran-Pakistan Institute of Persian Studies, 1987. Some reviews:

"...an in general competently written and adequately researched piece of
work....a valuable contribution to somewhat neglected field of Indo-Muslim
mysticism." — Professors J.A. Boyle and C.E. Bosworth, University of
Manchester, Engand.

"...a great service to scholarship." A.L. Basham, Foreword.

"A valuable addition to our literature on the Indo-Muslim mystics." Professor
K.A. Nizami, Muslim University, Aligarh, India.

"A vital addition to the literature available on the lives of Sifis who did so much
for the nurturing of Indo-Muslim civilization." The Pakistan Times, Lahore.
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"Your Introduction is comprehensive and qualitative and annotations reflect
your erudition." Professor N.A. Baloch, Vice-Chancellor, International Islamic
University, Islamabad.

An Urdu translation of this edition (sans my Introduction and Annotations, etc.)
was subsequently published by Professor Latifullah. Karachi: Idarah-ye-Nashr
al-Ma’aref, 1989.

6. The Safis of Delhi. New Delhi: Kitab Bhavan, First Edition 1988; Second Edition
1990.

7. Pakistan Resolution Revisited. Co-edited with Dr Kaneez Yusuf and Professor S. Razi
Wasti. Islamabad: National Institute of Historical and Cultural Research [NIHCR],
1990. Reviews:

"...probably the first of its kind so far published... has initiated a process where
true dimensions of our achievements, also our misadventures can be fully
comprehended." The Pakistan Times, Lahore.

"...the only study of this kind to offer such detailed and multi-faceted analysis
of'this significant milestone in the history of Muslim separatism in India....must
be commended for being well-researched and documented.” The Muslim,
Islamabad.

8. Sind Under the Mughuls. An Introduction to, Translation (from Persian MSS.) of and
Commentary on the Mazhar-i-Shahjahini, of Mirak Yasuf, son of Mir Aba al-Qasim
Namakin Harawi (comp. 1044/1634), preceded by an exhaustive Introduction dealing
with the history of relations between the Arghiins and Tarkhans of Sindh and the
Mughuls from the days of Tamerlane to the reign of Jahangir on the one hand, and those
of the Mughuls with the Safawid rulers of Iran and Nader Shah, from the time of Babur
to Muhammad Shah on the other. Published simultaneously by the NIHCR, Islamabad
and the Department of Culture, Government of Sindh, Karachi. First Edition 1990;
Second Edition brought out by Department of Culture, Government of Sindh, Karachi,
2017. Third revised edition is under preparation. Extracts from some reviews:

“A sound piece of work.” Professor C.E. Bosworth, University of Manchester.

“A solid and on the whole well-balanced [work].” Professor L. P. Elwell-Sutton,
University of Edinburgh, England.

“... a substantial contribution to learning ...The author [Dr Akhtar] shows a
remarkable knowledge both of the Persian language ... and the general history
of Sind under the Arghuns and the Tarkhans and under Mughul rule.” Professor
A. Bausani, University of Rome, Italy.



Page

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

|5

“Meticulous care of the details, dedicated love of the subject and a thorough
mastery over both the Persian and English languages combined with that over
the craft of the historian has made Dr Saleem Akhtar’s contribution a very rare
work in Pakistan.” Islamic Studies, International Islamic University, Islamabad.

“The breadth of Dr Akhtar’s knowledge is impressive, and in the tradition of
modern scholarship, he has worked hard to make his book an authentic piece of
historical research.” The Muslim, Islamabad.

“Well researched, well-documented and well-presented... a standard reference
work which will be of abiding interest and use to scholars working on the history
of Sind as well as that of other parts of Medieval India.” Professor N. A. Baloch,
Formerly Vice-Chancellor, Sindh University, Jamshoro, Sindh.

Research Papers Presented in the Quaid-i-Azam International Seminar, Held in
Islamabad, 21-23 December 1989, under the joint auspices of the Federal Ministry of
Education, Pakistan Academy of Letters and the NIHCR, Islamabad, published as a
Special Quaid-i-Azam Number of the Pakistan Journal of History and Culture, Vol.
XII, Nos. 1-2, 1990.

Islam in South Asia. Co-ed. with Professor Waheed-uz-Zaman, Islamabad, 1993.

Haft Goftar dar bareh-ye Sana’t wa ‘Attar wa ‘Iraqr, Tehran: Consultative Committee
for the Promotion of Persian Language and Literature, Ministry of Culture and Islamic
Guidance, 1996.

Eghbal Shenasi: Jostari dar Andisheh wa Honar-i-Eghbal-i-Lahiri. Tehran:
Anjoman-i-Athar wa Mafakher-i-Farhangi, 1999.

Maulawz dar rah-i Sana’r: Jostarz dar Ta’aththur-i Maulana az Shakhsiyyat wa Shi’r
wa Andisheh-ye Hakim Sana’-ye Ghaznavi. Igbal Academy Pakistan, Lahore, 2009

Hindastan ki Jidd-o-Johd-i-Azadi mein Musalmanén ka Hissah, (being the Urdu
translation, with Introduction and Commentary, of IRI’s Supreme Leader Sayyid ‘Alt
Khamener’s book, Musalmanan dar Nihzat-i-Azadi-i-Hindistan, Second edition,
Tehran: Entesharat-i-Asia, 1374 Sh./1968). Lahore: Maktabah Jamal, 2017.

Goldasteh-ye-Ja’fart Rahmani Chishtr Sabirr: Dastir al-‘Amal-i-Sulak, comp.
Muhammad Ashraf Ja’far Rahmani, rev. and ed. Muhammad Saleem Akhtar, Lahore:
Al-Noor Publications, 2021. In Urdu.

Goldasteh-ye-Nauras Bahar: Approximately 300 Letters Written by Munshi‘Abd al-
Ra’af Bhakkart Siwistant (d.1140/1727) on Behalf of the Kalhorah Rulers of Sindh to
the Mughul Court at Delhi During the Half Century Preceding the Invasion and
Annexation of Sindh by Nader Shah Afshar. One of the finest samples of Persian
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Insha’- writings in India during this period. Edited with an Exhaustive Introduction and
Copious Annotations. The work is in final stages.

Editorship of Academic Journals:

Dr Akhtar was the Editor of (peer-reviewed) bi-annual Pakistan Journal of History and
Culture from 1983 to 1993 and from 2004-2006. In the meantime, the NIHCR, on his
suggestion, started yet another (peer-reviewed) biannual journal, Majallah-ye-Tarikh wa
Thagafat-i-Pakistan and he remained on its Editorial Board until until his departure for Tehran
in 1993.

Igbal Academy Pakistan used to publish three journals respectively in English, Urdu
and Persian, under the banner of Igbaliyyat. The English and Urdu ones were bi-annual and
published regularly, while the Persian one was published annually but had gone dormant for
several years. Dr Akhtar revived it and starting from 2002, brought out its 5 Annual Numbers.

Before the arrival of Dr Sayyid Reza Mostafavi Sabzwari as Cultural Consular of IRI
in Islamabad, the Consulate used to bring out a couple of periodicals in Urdu which were
generally looked upon as propagandist in nature. Dr Mostafavi discontinued the practice and
instead, with the cooperation of Dr Akhtar launched, in 1999, a purely academic quarterly
journal called Paygham-i-4Ashna which was subsequently elevated to the level of a peer-
reviewed journal duly recognized by the Higher Education Commission, Government of
Pakistan. Dr Akhtar was its Editor for more than 10 years and is still a member of its Editorial
Board.

Dr Akhtar has been and, still is, a member of editorial boards of some journals both
within and outside Pakistan, which besides those mentioned above, included bi-annual
Puzhahesh, Faculty of Foreign Languages (1995-1999) and bi-annual Ketagbdarz, Central
Library and Documentation Center (1995-1999), both of Tehran University, bi-annual Jihat-i-
Islam, in English, Faculty of Islamic Studies, University of the Punjab, Lahore, and Tahqiq, a
journal published by the Department of Urdu, University of Sindh, Jamshoro.

Evaluation of MSS.

Dr Akhtar had also had the privilege of acting as pre-publication evaluation of
manuscripts received for publication by publishers, such as the Ministry of Education,
Government of Pakistan, Igbal Academy Pakistan, Lahore, Majlis-i-Taraqqi-i-Adab, Lahore,
Oxford University Press, Karachi and Mirath-i-Alif, Tehran, etc.

Membership of Governing Bodies of Academic Institutions:

Dr Akhtar served as a Member and ex-officio Secretary of the Board of Governors of
the NIHCR, presided over by the Federal Minister of Education for 5 years, 1984-1988. He
was member of the Governing Body of the Pakistan School/College for 2 years, 1996-98. At
the time of his retirement in December 2006, he was Member of following learned bodies
within and outside Pakistan:

1. Board of Studies, Department of History, Quaid-i-Azam University, Islamabad;
2. Board of Research, Islamic Research Institute, International Islamic University
(1Y), Islamabad;
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Governing Council of the Islamic Research Institute, 11U, Islamabad;

Research Supervisory Committee for the Operation of the IIU’s Research Fund,
Academic Council, 11U, Islamabad;

Academic Committee of the NIHCR, Centre of Excellence, QAU, Islamabad.
Taskforce on SAARC Traditional Knowledge (TSTK), SAARC Documentation
Centre, New Delhi, India.

No ok~ ow

Participation in Conferences, Seminars and Symposia:

These activities are an essential part of academic career. Dr Akhtar had also had
a fair share of them both within and outside Pakistan. In this connection, he travelled to
India, Bangladesh, Australia, Tajikistan, Iran and Afghanistan.

[Dr Akhtar is married, has three children, one daughter and 2 sons, all well-
established in the States and the Commonwealth of Australia.]
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