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Critique of the Archetypal Approach in the Film “The Curious
Case of Benjamin Button”

Bahador Bagheri?

1. Introduction

Archetypal or mythological criticism is one of the important and
popular approaches in literary criticism, with a history of
approximately one century. Jung believes that beneath the layer of
the human subconscious lies another layer called the collective
unconscious, which is a repository of human knowledge and
experiences from the beginning of creation to the present,
transmitted from generation to generation. According to him, the
collective unconscious contains elements that shape myths. Myths
are composed of archetypal elements. In mythological literary
criticism, based on Jung’s teachings and findings, the text is
examined in terms of the presence, either explicit or implicit, of
ancient myths, their transformation, or the creation of new myths
by a creative author or poet.

The story of the American film The Curious Case of Benjamin
Button is as follows: Benjamin, the main character, is born as an
elderly infant at the age of eighty. At the same time as his
remarkable birth, his mother dies. Benjamin grows younger year by
year, progressing from old age to youth and childhood, and
eventually dies. This paper aims to analyze this film from the
perspective of archetypal criticism, identifying and examining its
significant archetypes. The main question of this study is: What
types of archetypes has the director used to advance the story, and
what was his artistic purpose?
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2. Research Method
The article employs a descriptive-analytical method, with careful
attention to subtle and recurring elements in the film, and
examines it based on the principles of Jungian or archetypal
criticism.

3. Discussion

In mythological criticism, it is often discussed whether a skilled and
creative author can create new myths. This story is precisely a
contemporary myth. The symbolic aspect of the characters’ names
is also noteworthy. Benjamin is the name of the youngest, kindest
son of Jacob (peace be upon him). Benjamin in this film, in some
respects, evokes the story of the biblical Benjamin, particularly the
death of his mother after his birth. Moreover, the premature aging
of Zal in the Shahnameh and Benjamin in this story are central
themes and bear similarities. The archetype of the abandoned child
is also a recurring motif in world literature. The story begins with
the scene of this elderly child being abandoned. The ideal of
returning to childhood is truly realized in this film, as the main
character moves from old age to childhood and rebirth. Typically, a
father who abandons his child eventually regrets it and seeks out
his child, and Benjamin’s father does the same.

One of Jung’s key concepts is the anima, or the feminine aspect of
a man’s psyche. In this film, we see Daisy playing four roles, each
of which is crucial. The mythological theme of ignoring
prohibitions, taking risks, and facing unexpected events occurs
repeatedly. The contrasts between life and death, youth and old
age, turkey and hummingbird, separation and reunion, sorrow and
joy, etc., also play a major role. The hero often embarks on a long
journey, frequently a maritime one, encountering various
challenges, and eventually attains maturity, perfection, selfhood,
and wisdom.

4. Conclusion
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The Curious Case of Benjamin Button is highly noteworthy in terms
of its archetypal themes. The first and most important archetypal
aspect of the film is that it is a clear example of the creation of a
new myth. Important and recurring archetypes are present
meaningfully throughout the story, including love, the hero’s
extraordinary birth, two abandoned children, the father’s return to
his abandoned child, the multi-faceted anima, the significance of
destiny and fatalism, the hero’s disregard of prohibitions and taking
risks, experiencing diverse adventures, and achieving maturity and

selfhood.
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Speech Act Analysis Based on Brown and Levinson’s Politeness
Theory: A Comparative Study of Persian and Egyptian Young
Adult Fiction

Maryam Jalalil

1. Introduction

Young Adult (YA) literature provides adolescents with a
cognitive and emotional bridge toward adulthood, shaping their
social understanding and communicative awareness. This study
employs Brown and Levinson’s Politeness Theory to
comparatively analyze the role of speech acts and politeness
strategies in character construction within two influential YA
works: Safar be Shahr-e Soleiman (The Journey to Solomon’s
City) by Fereydoun Amouzadeh Khalili (Iran) and Hasnaa wa al-
Thu‘ban al-Malaki (Hasnaa and the Royal Serpent) by Ya‘qub al-
Sharouni (Egypt). The research assumes that variations in the
protagonists’ responses to Face-Threatening Acts (FTAs), and
the choice of politeness strategies, directly inform the depth of
narrative identity formation and the mode of character
development.

2. Research Methodology

The study follows a descriptive—analytical design grounded in
intratextual discourse analysis. Characters in both texts were
distinguished as hero and anti hero. All speech acts were
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categorized according to Austin and Searle’s typology—
Assertives, Directives, Commissives, Expressives, Declaratives—
and subsequently analyzed through Brown and Levinson’s
politeness strategies: Bald On Record, Positive Politeness,
Negative Politeness, and Off Record. The analysis focuses on
how protagonists negotiate FTAs in relation to the variables of
power, social distance, and imposition.

3. Discuss
A comparative reading of the two narratives reveals

significant contrasts in politeness strategy deployment:

A) In Safar be Shahr e Soleiman

The power dynamic is direct and interpersonal, with minimal
social distance between the girl (hero) and Heshmat Khan (anti
hero). This results in the predominance of Bald On Record
strategies. The heroine’s Assertive and Commissive acts,
particularly her commitment to completing a magical carpet,
construct a strong positive face and define her ideological
identity. At the narrative climax, her decisive Declarative act
(“the carpet is finished”) constitutes a major FTA against the anti
hero’s negative face, functioning as a liberating, confrontational
speech act. Heshmat Khan relies primarily on direct Directives
to impose authority, occasionally supplemented by superficial

Positive Politeness to maintain control.

B) In Hasnaa wa al Thu‘ban al Malaki

Power is institutionalized and vertical, exercised through
official authority rather than direct verbal confrontation.
Consequently, Hasnaa frequently adopts Off Record
strategies—rhetorical questions, indirect reasoning, and
cautious inquiry—allowing her to manage FTAs while
safeguarding her negative face. Explicit speech appears only
when addressing her father, where the power gap is less
absolute. The anti hero employs formal Declarative acts (“we
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will write the contract”), exerting control without engaging in

interpersonal negotiation.

Across both narratives, Assertives appear frequently, but the
decisive element is the type of politeness strategy employed:
direct resistance in the Persian text versus indirect negotiation
in the Egyptian text.

4. Conclusion

The study concludes that politeness strategies play a pivotal
role in shaping identity, power relations, and narrative tension
in YA fiction. In Safar be Shahr e Soleiman, constant
interpersonal confrontation leads both hero and anti hero to
rely on Bald On Record strategies, framing explicit speech as a
vehicle of resistance and autonomy. In Hasnaa wa al Thu‘ban al
Malaki, indirectness emerges as a culturally mediated survival
mechanism within a rigid hierarchical structure. Despite these
differences, both protagonists ultimately resort to explicit
speech to preserve their negative face—freedom,
independence, and self determination—although each arrives
at this explicitness through a distinct psychological and cultural
trajectory.
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An Examination of the Six Linguistic Functions in Didactic
Literature

Seyyed Esmail Hosseini', Bahman Nozhat?

1. Introduction
Didactic literature refers to works whose content consists of
moral, social, or scientific teachings and which are created with the
purpose of education and moral instruction. One of the most
important functions of this type of literature is the impact it has on
its readers, encouraging them to confront phenomena with a
different perspective and insight. By surveying didactic literature, it
becomes clear that prominent writers, in order to exert such an
influence on their audience, inevitably need to infuse the minds
and language of their readers with new ideas through a new mode
of expression.
Language, as one of the most fundamental and essential
expressive tools, constitutes the core of literature, through which
the audience arrives at an understanding of a work. Accordingly, in
didactic literature we are also dealing with a type of language that
differs from that of other literary genres. One of the most effective
tools for examining the language of this literary type is its analysis
from the perspective of Roman Jakobson’s six linguistic functions.
Based on this approach, the present study seeks to answer the
following questions:
—What is didactic literature?
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—What is the relationship between the type of language and this
literary genre?

—How are the six linguistic functions manifested in didactic
literature?

2. Research Method
The research method employed in this study is descriptive—
analytical.

3. Discussion
This section of the article is devoted to analyzing the six
communicative functions in Roman Jakobson’s linguistic theory
and examining how these functions emerge and are manifested
within the domain of Persian didactic literature. The article first
emphasizes the distinction between literary language and ordinary
language, introduces Jakobson’s theoretical framework, and then,
in a step-by-step manner, defines the six principal functions: the
emotive function (expression of the sender’s feelings), the conative
function (influencing the receiver), the referential function
(transmission of objective information), the metalingual function
(explanation of the code/language), the phatic function
(establishing and maintaining the channel of communication), and
the poetic/literary function (focus on the message itself). By
presenting numerous direct examples from Persian didactic prose
and poetry (such as Bustan by Sa‘di, Kalile va Demne, and Tazkarat
ol-Awliya), the article demonstrates how rhetorical structures and
techniques in this type of literature serve the fulfillment of these
literature, which is replete with advice, counsel, and moral
exhortation, the audience occupies the central position of
attention. In this literary type, the conative function of language is
of great importance, and it can in fact be stated that the dominant
linguistic function in this genre is the conative one, with the other
functions revolving around it. Following this, the emotive function
ranks second in importance, as it is considered one of the principal
and fundamental elements of literary language. Another function
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is the phatic function, through which poets and writers of didactic
literature have been able to empathize and establish emotional
rapport with the audience, thereby making the audience more
receptive to the message. The poetic function in this genre, in the
hands of a capable poet or writer, is a tool through which the
message is artistically conveyed in the service of education. The
metalingual function in this type of literature assumes the
responsibility of giving objectivity to abstract concepts, and the
referential function in didactic literature operates in such a way
that the writer or poet employs it in the service of the conative
function.communicative functions.

4. Conclusion
Linguistic functions in literary genres possess specific and distinct
roles. In didactic literature, based on Roman Jakobson’s linguistic
theory, these functions can be categorized according to the degree
of their influence. Accordingly, since the subject of this study is
didactic
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The Function of Codes in the Schematic Structuring of the
Narratives of Masnavi Ma‘navi, A Case Study of “The King’s
Falling in Love with the Handmaiden”

Omid Roostat

1. Introduction

Given Rumi’s didactic and allegorical approach to storytelling,
examining this literary genre through modern theoretical
frameworks can reveal many of its subtleties and latent capacities.
To date, little significant research has been conducted on the way
the intellectual structure of Masnavi’s narratives is processed in
terms of the function of codes. Focusing on this gap, the present
article pursues two main objectives :

1. To expand the scope of research in literary texts;

2. To demonstrate the impact of codes on the schematic
structuring of the Masnavi’s narrative corpus and the
dynamism of its meaning.

Accordingly, this study addresses the following questions: How do
codes, as a mechanism, endow the narratives of the Masnavi with
a schema? And how, as a result of this schematization, does
meaning transcend the domain of message and linguistic authority,
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challenging the reader’s understanding through continual
disruption and transformation?

2. Research Method

This study adopts a descriptive—analytical method and follows an
approach that goes beyond structuralism and message-centered
readings. Drawing on Roland Barthes’s theory of the five codes, and
through a case study of the first narrative of the Masnavi (“The
King’s Falling in Love with the Handmaiden”), it demonstrates how
the intellectual structure of this narrative is organized around a
schematic framework.

3. Discussion

Three components—suspense, ambiguity, and blockage—within
the intellectual structure of “The King’s Falling in Love with the
Handmaiden” compel the reader to engage with codes that, first,
shape the intellectual structure of the Masnavi, and second,
through their interaction and contextual interweaving, transform
the narrative into a stereographic text. Each of these components
contributes to sign production and creativity along the syntagmatic
axis of narrative segments, directing the text toward an
interpretive domain. Dreams, visions, and imagination are among
the most significant signifiers that, through proximity and
syntagmatic association with the subject of mysticism, become
codes. Throughout the narrative, their suspense-like function
distances the reader from the meaning proposed by language—
that is, the explicit message. Consequently, in order to grasp
meaning and understand the intellectual structure of the narrative,
the reader must necessarily take these codes into account.

Moreover, the fusion of narrative with poetry and its
entanglement with mysticism generate ambiguity in meaning. The
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presence of a poetic spirit within the narrative structure subjects
the language to semantic indeterminacy and perpetual
interpretation. At the same time, the prominence of mysticism in
the background and intellectual structure of the narrative produces
numerous enigmas, questions, and “detective patterns,”
compelling the reader to analyze the codes introduced by Barthes
in order to arrive at meaning. Blockage, by interrupting the process
of comprehension, revitalizes reading and interpretation within the
narrative. Rumi’s cryptic reference to Shams Tabrizi serves as an
instance of such blockage, which the reader deciphers in the form
of a code.

4. Conclusion

The findings of this study indicate that meaning and intellectual
structure are encoded under the influence of mysticism and take
the form of codes. In these narratives, the reader does not confront
a message but rather an intellectual structure that, due to the
presence of codes, loses the authority and unity of language;
meaning is instead apprehended through signs and their semantic
implications.

Another conclusion of this study concerns the interaction and
contextual cohesion of codes in shaping the intellectual structure
of the narrative. Despite the apparent discontinuities throughout
the story, the reader perceives a coherent schematic intellectual
and semantic structure in which each unit, like the cells of a
honeycomb, is not independent but functions through the

interaction between syntactic structure and semantic structure.
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An Analysis of Feminine Style in Story Collection
“Unaccustomed Earth” by Jhumpa Lahiri

Latifeh Salamat Bavil?

1. Introduction

Examining the gendered dimensions of language is one of the
research concerns of contemporary studies. The relationship
between language and gender has attracted attention because,
according to sociolinguistic research, women use language
differently from men. The effect of gender on language can be
observed both at the level of vocabulary and at the level of
linguistic structure. In feminist stylistics, what is important is, first,
the issue of language and gender, and second, women’s writing.
Gender is one of the components of individual and social identity,
and the relationship between language and gender is a subset of
the relationship between language and identity. The role that
society assigns to men and women creates different behavioral
patterns for them. “Language is not merely words; rather, it reveals
our inner selves to the world. In Chomsky’s words, language is a
window into the mind” (Lakoff, 2020: 195). The aim of the present
research is to examine how feminine style is employed in story
collection “Unaccustomed Earth” by Jhumpa Lahiri.

2. Research Method
This study, using a descriptive—analytical method, examines
feminine style in Unaccustomed Earth from two dimensions:
language and gender, and women’s writing. In this research, while
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analyzing each of the syntactic and lexical components, examples
from the text of the stories are cited.

3. Discussion
Women'’s engagement with language as a form of social behavior
differs greatly from men’s engagement with language. “Women’s
writing means writing about issues, problems, states, and
emotional characteristics specific to women, with the aim of
introducing the consciousness and sensitivities of the female
gender. Women’s specific issues consist of conditions and
experiences that, from a psychological and physiological
perspective, exist only in women; men lack these issues and, due
to the absence of lived experience, cannot match women in writing
about them” (Fotouhi, 2011: 402). “At the beginning of the
twentieth century, numerous issues that had developed since the
Middle Ages found a place within feminist thought; for example,
the idea that differences between men and women are not the
result of their nature but rather the consequence of the different
education of the two genders” (Michel, 2003: 95). Themes that
belong exclusively to women'’s literature are experiences that only
women are capable of articulating in writing. Therefore, the form
and content of the works they create differ markedly from what
men write. The layers of feminine style can be divided into five
layers: the phonological layer, the lexical layer, the syntactic layer,
the rhetorical layer, and the pragmatic layer (Fotouhi, 2012). The
present study focuses on analyzing the lexical and syntactic layers.

4. Conclusion
Jhumpa Lahiri is among contemporary writers in whose works
women’s writing and the experience of a feminine perspective can
be clearly perceived in the distinctive form, voice, and content she
creates. The use of words, expressions, and specific syntactic
forms—characteristic features of women’s discourse—can be
found with high frequency in the linguistic structures of her works.
The particular emotional traits of women, their issues and
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problems, and experiences that, from a psychological and
physiological standpoint, belong exclusively to women, are
evident. At the lexical layer, the words used in her stories revolve
around the family and the concerns and preoccupations of women.
At the syntactic layer, what stands out is her use of short sentences,
description, and simplicity of expression. One can arrive at the
general conclusion that men and women employ different
language to describe the world around them. Linguistic variables
dependent on social classes and culture-centered modes of
thought are more prominently manifested in women’s writing, and
the influence of culture on gendered language can be perceived
more clearly in women’s works. The level of vocabulary employed
by Lahiri reflects her culture and social thought, as well as the
environment in which she was raised, and the characters of her
stories are migrants who strive for a better life—migrants who,
although they themselves did not migrate, are considered migrants
because they were born into or grew up in immigrant families.
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An Examination of the Formal and Rhetorical Influence of
Frequently Used Qur’anic Verses on Persian Prose Texts

Nader Lotfi Samimi?, Shokrollah Pouralkhas?, Bijan ZahiriNav3,
Ramin Moharrami*

1. Introduction

Iranian poets and men of letters, for various purposes—including
demonstrating their abilities and exerting greater influence on the
hearts of their audiences—have drawn upon the Holy Qur’an. By
incorporating Qur’anic verses, words, compounds, and themes in
the form of allusion (talmih), quotation (tazmin), adaptation
(igtibas), and the like into their works, they have rendered them
more beautiful and more enduring. “Persian-speaking poets, in
order to convey and express religious rulings, teachings, and
doctrines, have adorned their poems with the concepts, themes,
and ideas of Qur’anic verses” (Halabi, 1995: 16)

2. Research Method
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The research method is library-based and of a descriptive nature
combined with content analysis. Well-known works from different
prose styles were carefully studied; frequently used Qur’anic
verses were extracted from them, and the rhetorical and imagistic
influence on the examined texts was analyzed.

3. Discussion

Influence from the Holy Qur’an in Persian prose is of two types:
1. Formal Influence (expressive, structural, and imagistic)

- Expressive influence: (lexical)

- Structural influence: (quotation, adaptation, allusion)
Quotation (Tazmin:)
This refers to the practice whereby a speaker incorporates a verse
or line from another poem or text, or a Qur’anic verse or a hadith,
into his own poem or writing, while also mentioning the name of
its original author (Rastgu, 1997: 22.)
Adaptation (lgtibas):
“Lexically, igtibas means fire or a flame of fire; to adapt (igtibas
kardan) also means to derive benefit and knowledge from
someone and to follow him in learning and scholarship” (Nafisi,
1976, vol. 1: 338).
Allusion (Talmth):
“The speaker, in the substance of his discourse, refers to a well-
known story, proverb, verse, or hadith” (Homayi, 2010: 206).

- Imagistic influence:
This type of influence examines the fluency and beauty of
expressions as affected by the eloquence and rhetorical power of
Qur’anic verses. Whether real or imaginary, imagery in Arabic
literature is considered one of the manifestations of nature
(Khaledi, 1989: 86).
Storytelling:
A story is a concrete image of the author’s perception of life, which
explains and experiences thoughts and emotions through the
imagination of characters and narrative action (Gholamrezaei,
2011: 67).
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Metaphor:
“A metaphor is a simile in which all elements except the tenor or
the vehicle are omitted, and through a contextual clue it becomes
clear that the intended meaning is the figurative one” (Ya‘qub,
1987: 35).
Metonymy (Kenayah):
Some scholars consider the benefit of metonymy in speech—
similar to metaphor—to be the embellishment of expression and
the stimulation of the imaginative faculty (Esmaili, 1986: 125).

2. Content-Based Influence
This is a type of influence that includes interpretation, exegesis,
and Qur’anic themes.
Frequently Used Qur’anic Verses in Persian Prose Texts
Some Qur’anic verses have been used more frequently in prose
texts than others. Among these are, for example, the concept of
trust (amanat), involving structural influence through adaptation
and imagistic influence through metaphor:
“I had truly resolved with myself that when the burden of that
responsibility was lifted from the conscience of my mind and, in
accordance with ‘Indeed, God commands you to render trusts to
their rightful owners’, the weight of that obligation was cast off my
neck” (Zeydari Nasavi, 2006: 12);
Consultation, involving expressive lexical influence and metonymy:
“He said: Glory be to Him, the Exalted; and consult them in the
matter, O Muhammad—consult with them, your chosen ones and
your companions” (Onsor al-Ma‘ali, 2008: 39);
and the assembly of Zuleikha, involving structural influence
through allusion and storytelling:
“He prepared a throne of silver for each of them to sit upon. When
they arrived, he placed before each of them a golden tray, along
with a knife, a citron, and other fruits” (Neyshaburi, 2003: 102).

4. Conclusion
A brief examination of Persian prose works shows that most of
their expressions—particularly those with a didactic or aphoristic
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aspect—are adaptations from the Holy Qur’an. Some Qur’anic
verses and themes have been used recurrently in these texts and
fall into three categories:

1.stories of the lives of prophets,2.religious issues, 3.educational
issues.

Verses related to the lives of prophets are more numerous than
the other two categories; in these cases, influence appears formally
and superficially in the form of allusion, and imagistically and
rhetorically in the form of storytelling. The more prose style moves
from plain (morsal) toward rhymed and ornate (mosajja‘ and
masnu‘) prose, the more rhetorical the influence of Qur’anic verses
becomes. In formal influence, adaptation and quotation, and in
imagistic influence, simile, metonymy, and metaphor are more
prominent than other types.
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An Examination of Sohrab Sepehri’s Lyric Language from the
Perspective of Contemporary Psychology (Jakobson, Saussure)

Amir Najafi ,Fatemeh Modarresi?

1. Introduction

Language, as one of the most fundamental tools of human
communication, is not merely a medium for transmitting
information but also a platform for expressing emotions, mental
experiences, and constructing meaning. In literature, particularly
poetry, language transcends its purely communicative function and
becomes a means to represent psychological, existential, and
aesthetic complexities. Sohrab Sepehri, a contemporary Iranian
poet and artist, through his unique, simple yet multi-layered
language, has created a poetic idiom that invites the audience into
an introspective, intuitive, and contemplative experience. The
main research question of this study is how Sepehri’s lyric language
relates to the psychological functions of language and the semiotic
structure of meaning, and how this relationship influences the
mental and psychological experience of the reader. The study aims
to analyze selected poems of Sepehri to demonstrate how his
language departs from conventional meanings and approaches
mental, mystical, and psychological concepts.
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2. Methodology
The research employs a qualitative, descriptive—analytical
approach.

3. Discussion

Analysis of Sepehri’s poetry demonstrates how theoretical
concepts are realized in the linguistic and semantic structures of his
work. For instance:

“ Life is repeatedly getting wet / Life is bathing in the pond of the
present.” (Sepehri, 2005: (22

In this passage, the lyric function of language is fully evident.
Through the metaphors of “getting wet” and “bathing,” the poet
conveys the experience of living in a sensory and introspective
manner. These words not only communicate the poet’s emotions
but also invite the reader to a mental experience of the present
moment.

The poetic function is also activated in this passage. The use of
metaphorical combinations, the musicality of words, and
unconventional syntactic structures elevate language from a
referential level to an aesthetic and contemplative one. The
message of the poem resides not only in meaning but also in its
form and structure.

The word “bathing” here departs from its conventional denotation
and assumes a metaphorical, mental significance. It no longer
refers solely to a physical act but implies immersion in the present,
experiencing the moment fully, and accepting the flow of life. This
departure from conventional meanings toward mental and
metaphorical ones aligns precisely with Saussure’s concept of the
fluidity of signs.

From the perspective of the psychology of language, this passage
engages the reader’s sensory memory and free associations,
inviting a complex mental and psychological experience. Words
such as “getting wet” and “bathing” connect with the reader’s
memories, emotions, and mental imagery, creating a multi-layered
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experience. Rather than merely transmitting information, this
language recreates the experience of living.

4. Conclusion

This study, aiming to examine Sepehri’s lyric language through
contemporary linguistic theory, structural semiotics, and the
psychology of language, demonstrates that his poetic language
possesses a multi-layered, fluid, and contemplative structure,
distinguishing it from descriptive, referential, and rhetorical
language. Analysis of selected poems on structural, semiotic, and
psychological levels shows that, in Sepehri’'s works, language
functions not merely as a tool of expression but as an embodiment
of living, thinking, and feeling.

By leveraging linguistic, semiotic, and psychological capacities,
Sohrab Sepehri has created a poetic language that carries analytical
and practical significance not only on the literary level but also on
psychological and semantic levels. This language invites the reader
to experience silence, reflection, and existential reconsideration,
making it relevant for interdisciplinary studies of language,
psychology, and literature.
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